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the  individual  farm  and  regionally, 
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ers  but  to   an  increasing  degree 


from  eggs  also — in  1960  loomed 
large  in  the  Southeast.  This  area 
has  joined  New  England  and  the 
Middle  Atlantic  States  as  a  region 
where  poultry  and  egg  income  is 
a  large  part  of  gross  farm  income. 
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The  POULTRY  and  EGG  SITUATION 

Approved  by  the  Outlook  and  Situation  Board,  October  31,  1961 


Egg  production  in  1962  is  ex- 
pected to  exceed  slightly  the  170 
million  cases  that  are  in  prospect 
for  1961.  Prices  to  producers  are 
likely  to  average  below  1961.  Lower 
egg  prices  than  the  year  before 
appear  especially  likely  for  the 
first  quarter  of  1962  in  contrast 
to  the  first  quarter  of  1961,  when 
prices  were  contraseasonally  high. 

The  nation's  eggs  in  1962  will 
come  from  a  flock  that  on  next 
January  1  will  be  a  little  smaller 
than  the  340  million  potential  layers 
on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  1961. 
But  the  rate  of  lay  per  bird  is 
likely  to  average  higher  than  last 
year  because  more  of  the  flock  will 
be  pullets,  and  fewer  will  be  hens. 
After  mid-year,  the  laying  flock 
will  be  supplemented  by  new  pullets 
from  that  year's  hatch,  and  those 
pullets  are  expected  to  be  from  a 
larger  number  of  replacement 
chickens  raised  than  the  346  mil- 
lion raised  in  1961.  The  egg  supply 
next  year  is  likely  to  increase 
more  than  the  prospective  increase 
of  nearly  2  percent  in  the  U.  S. 
population,  permitting  the  addition 
of  2  or  3  eggs  to  the  average 
consumption  of  323  eggs  per  person 
which  is  presently  estimated  for 
1961. 

The  outlook  for  broilers  and  tur- 
keys in  1962  is  more  clouded  than 
the  egg  picture.  Producers  of  both 
of-  these  meat  birds  had  a  very  dif- 
ficult year  in  1961.  Their  actions 
in  1962  will  depend,  to  a  consider- 
able extent,  upon  the  financial  re- 
sources   that  remain  available  to 


SUMMARY 

them  from  their  usual  sources  of 
credit.  The  turkey  situation  is  likely 
also  to  be  influenced  by  the 
proposed  marketing  orders  for 
turkey  and  turkey  hatching  eggs  .  Au- 
thority for  Marketing  Agreements 
and  Orders  for  turkeys  and  turkey 
hatching  eggs  was  provided  by  the 
Agricultural  Act  of  1961.  Current 
legislation  does  not  authorize  simi- 
lar programs  for  broilers  or  chicken 
eggs. 

Broiler  production  in  1961  will 
probably  be  up  by  at  least  12  per- 
cent from  the  1.8  billion  birds 
produced  in  1960.  Prices  are  down 
sharply,  from  a  1960  average  of 
16.9  cents  per  pound  to  a  1961 
figure  that  will  probably  average 
close  to  14  cents.  Even  though  the 
low  prices  have  resulted  in  several 
bankruptcies  and  financial  reorgani- 
zations, weekly  chick  hatchings  con- 
tinue above  the  year  before  through- 
out the  first  9  months  of  the  year. 
The  same  forces  that  thus  sustained 
1961  production  are  likely  to  result 
in  a  high  1962  output  of  about  the 
same  level  as  the  1961  record. 
These  forces  include  not  only  an 
ample  capacity  to  produce,  but  also 
an  industry  structure  which  makes 
it  difficult  in  the  short  run  for  in- 
tegrated firms  to  re-enter  the  market 
on  a  large  scale  after  they  have  cut< 
back  production.  As  a  consequence, 
they  are  reluctant  to  reduce  output. 

Broiler  production  in  1962  prob- 
ably will  be  close  enough  to  1961 
to  support  a  per  capita  broiler 
consumption  averaging  within  a 
pound  or  so  of  the  1961  average 


25  pounds  (ready-to-cook)  per  per- 
son. Broilers  comprise  over  80 
percent  of  the  chicken  meat  supply 

Turkey  production  is  influenced 
by  some  of  the  same  factors- 
integration,  financing,  and  high  ca- 
pacity to  produce — that  influence 
broiler  production.  Nevertheless, 
the  availability  of  financing  will 
affect  the  1962  volume,  as  will  the 
possibility  of  a  self-help  Marketing 
Agreement  and  Order  program, 
which  has  been  recommended  to  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  by  the 
National  Turkey  Advisory  Commit- 
tee. In  the  absence  of  such  a  pro- 
gram the  1962  turkey  crop  would 
again  be  large,  although  perhaps 
not  fully  up  to  the  107  million 
turkeys  raised  in  1961,  which  were 

26  percent  more  than  1960. 

Turkey  prices  in  the  first  6  or 
8  months  of  1962  are  likely  to 
continue  in  line  with  present  levels 
because  of  a  prospective  record 
stock  of  frozen  turkey  to  be  car- 
ried in  storage  at  the  beginning  of 
1962.  This  stock  may  be  as  great 
as  300  million  pounds.  The  pros- 
pective excess  of  about  140  mil- 
lion pounds  over  the  holdings  of 
January  1,  1961,  would  equal  more 
than  10  percent  of  a  normal  U.  S. 
turkey  crop,  such  as  the  1960  crop. 
The  1961  average  price  to  farmers 
is  estimated  at  about  20  cents  per 
pound,  about  5  cents  below  the  1960 
average.  This  year's  turkey  crop 
will  support  an  average  per  capita 
consumption  of  over  7  pounds  com- 
pared with  6.3  pounds  of  turkey 
in  1960. 


REVIEW  AND  OUTLOOK 


BACKGROUND 

Producers  of  broilers  and  tur- 
keys have  had  a  very  difficult  year 


in  1961.  Egg  producers  have  gen- 
erally fared  better,  although  egg 
prices  since  March  1961  have  not 
averaged  fully  up  to  the  favorable 
levels  of  1960. 


Large  supply,  generally  speak- 
ing, is  the  basis  for  the  price 
difficulties  that  occurred  in  1961. 
Turkeys   raised  in   1961   are  up 
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Average 

1950-59. 


I960 


1961 


Average 

1950-59: 


i960 


1961 


Comments  on 
current  situation 


Farm  production 


Average  number  of 
layers  on  farms  . 


Rate  of  lay  per  layer  . . . 

Apparent  disappearance, 
shell  eggs  per  civilian 

Frozen  egg  production  . . . 

Dried  egg  production 

Price  received  by 
farmers   


Price  received  by  farmers 
as  a  percentage  of 
parity   


Retail  price  (ERS) 
Egg-feed  price  ratio 
Stocks : 

Shell   

Frozen   


Replacement  chicks 
hatched   


Farm  price  of  poultry 
ration   


Eggs 
Mil.  lb. 
Mil.  lb. 

Ct.per  doz. 

Pet. 
Ct.per  doz. 
Lb.  feed 

Thous . cases 
Mil.  lb. 

Mil. 

Dol.per  cvt 


Aug 

Aug 
Aug 

Aug 
Aug 
Aug 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Aug 

Sept. 


12.1  13.3  13.5 

253.8  276.lt  278.8 

15.3  17.^  17. ^ 

27.0  2k. k  23.8 
13.9  22.2  23.5 

2.2  6.0  k.O 

43.1  39.O  35- k 


61.3 
11.6 


77  69 
52.8  52.5 
11.7  10.1* 


Sept.l  1,332         7^6  280 
Sept.l     156.6     I58.I  108.4 


Aug 
Sept. 


l6.lt  20.6 
3.70       3.33  3-39 


Sept. 

Sept. 
Sept. 

Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Sept. 

Oct. 


11.7  12.6  13.0 

302.5  283.9  288.6 

llt.O  16.0  16.2 

26.5  23-9  23.it 

8.7  9.6  18.5 

1.7  !t.lt 


43.3  >t3-£ 


78 

6U.5 

12.0 


59.2 
13.it 


Oct.  1      916  it83 
Oct.  1       136.3  139.8 


Sept. 


Price  received  by  farmers 
for  chickens,  live 

Broilers   

Farm  chickens   

All  chickens   


Price  received  by  farmers 
for  all  chickens  as  a 
percentage  of  parity  . . . 

Retail  price  of  broilers 
and  fryers  ready-to-cook 
(ERS)   


Price  received  by 
farmers  for  turkeys, 
live   


Poultry,  excluding 
turkeys   


Turkeys 


Broiler-feed  price 
ratio   


Turkey-feed  price  ratio  . 

Average  weekly  place- 
ment of  chicks  in 
22  important  States  . . . 


Ct.  per  lb. 
Ct.  per  lb. 
Ct.  per  lb. 


Ct.  per  lb. 
Ct.  per  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 
Mil.  lb. 

Lb.  feed 
Lb.  feed 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


Sept. 


23.lt 
17.lt 
20.9 


70 


15.8 
12.0 
15.1 


60 


11.7 
8.6 

11.2 


^5 


Aug.  5U..1        I13.O  37-1 


Sept.         29.0       2lt.5  l8.lt 


Sept.l 
Sept.l 

Sept. 
Sept. 

Sept. 


95.7 


3.6  129.2 


59-7     112.5  188.8 


h.5 
7.8 


3.4 
7. it 


2-5 
5. 4 


28.9  30.6 


Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 


21.7 
l6.lt 
19.it 


65 


15.8 
11.9 
15.1 


59 


Oct.  1 
Oct.  1 

Oct. 
Oct. 


2.3 
37-0 

71 

55-7 

11.1 

228 


16.7  22.1 
3.6U      3.28  3-33 


12.0 
8.1 
11.2 


h5 


Sept.  53.3        U2.2  36.2 


Oct.  28.6       25.6  17-lt 


lilt.  8  106.6  lit7.8 
92.0     186.1  268.2 


it. 2 
7.8 


3-3 
7.8 


2.6 
5-2 


To  continue  above  i960 
for  rest  of  1961 


Low  stocks  induce  out-of- 
season  egg  breaking 


^  Pr Inc  ipal  forms  of  poultry 
meat  are  cheap  and  abundant 


28.lt  1/  27.8 


1/  Partly  estimated  " 


Large  stocks  will  continue 
into  1962 


Smaller  hatchings  in  October  than 
yean-ago ,  for  first  time  in  18  months 
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26  percent  from  the  year  before 
to  a  total  of  107  million  birds, 
while  January— mid-October  Fed- 
erally inspected  slaughter  of  young 
chickens  (practically  all  broilers) 
was  up  18  percent  from  1960.  These 
changes  are  reflected  in  farmers' 
prices,  which  in  the  first  9  months 
of  the  year  (unweighted  basis)  aver- 
aged 3.9  cents  per  pound  below  1960 
for  turkeys,  and  2.8  cents  lower 
for  broilers. 

In  mid-October,  U.  S.  average 
turkey  prices  to  farmers  were  17.4 
cents  per  pound,  8,2  cents  below 
October  1960,  while  broiler 
prices,  at,  12.0  cents,  were 3.8  cents 
under  the  year  before.  The  recent 
prices  for  both  commodities  are 
probably  below  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion of  most  producers. 

Egg  supplies  in  1961  have  not 
rocketed  to  the  same  extent  as 
poultry  meat,  and  accordingly  prices 
have  been  steadier.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  monthly  egg  production  through 
July  was  below  the  year  before,  and 
in  September  production  was  only 
3  percent  above  last  year.  How- 
ever, with  generally  ample  egg  sup- 
plies, and  with  a  declining  demand 
for  eggs,  mid-month  prices  in  5 
of  the  past  7  months  (April-October) 
have  been  below  last  year.  The 
mid-October  price,  37.0  cents  per 
dozen,  compares  with43.8  cents  in 
October  1960. 

The  economic  position  of  turkeys 
and  broilers  has  created  a  consi- 
derable interest  in  self-help  pro- 
grams to  alleviate  the  situation. 
Moreover,  during  1961,  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  purchased 
dried  egg,  and  frozen  cut-up  broilers 
and  frozen  turkeys  for  various 
programs.  (As  of  October  30,  the 
broiler  program  continued.)  The 
Agricultural  Act  of  1961  permitted 
the  inclusion  of  turkeys  and  turkey 
hatching  eggs  among  the  commo- 
dities for  which  Marketing  Agree- 
ments and  Orders  may  be  employed 
to  achieve  stabilization.  During  Oc- 
tober, an  Advisory  Committee  of 
turkey  producers  met  in  Washington, 
D.  C.  to  recommend  the  provisions 
of  a  program  that  probably  will  be 


submitted  to  referenda  of  producers 
of  turkeys  and  of  turkey  hatching 
eggs  soon  after  the  scheduled  hear- 
ings are  completed. 

SUPPLY  SEEN  AS  SOURCE  OF 
PRICE  CHANGES;  DEMAND 
STEADY 

As  in  other  recent  years,  the  1962 
price  structure  for  eggs,  broilers, 
and  turkeys  (so  far  as  possible 
change  from  1961  is  concerned), 
is  likely  to  be  influenced  primarily 
from  within  the  poultry  industry 
or  from  industry-related  sources; 
that  is,  no  sudden  changes  in  de- 
mand are  expected  which  would 
suggest  a  different  price  impact 
than  in  1961.  Chickens,  turkeys, 
and  eggs  are  already  such  good  buys 
that  it  is  likely  most  consumers 
are  buying  all  they  want.  So  on 
one  hand,  rising  incomes  would 
do  little  to  boost  demand.  On  the 
other  hand  it  is  unlikely  that  re- 
duced consumer  incomes  would 
greatly  lessen  the  quantities  taken, 
because  these  commodities  are  so 
favorably  priced  compared  with  pro- 
ducts which  the  consumer  views 
as  substitutites.  For  eggs,  the  de- 
clining demand,  which  has  been 
evident  over  the  past  decade,  over- 
rides this,  although  its  influence 
is  gradual. 

Thus  the  big  influences  upon  1962 
price  changes  in  the  egg  and 
poultry  field- -if  any  are  to  emerge 
— will  have  to  come  from  the  area 
of  supply.  For  eggs,  supply  through 
the  first  6  or  8  months  of  1962 
is  already  largely  "made"  by  the 
number  of  chickens  currently  lay- 
ing or  almost  ready  to  lay.  This 
suggests  a  larger  monthly  output 
in  this  period  than  in  comparable 
months  of  1961.  Although  the  total 
of  "potential  layers"  (layers,  plus 
pullets  not  yet  of  laying  age)  on 
October  1,  1961  was  slightly  smaller 
than  a  year  earlier,  increases  in 
the  rate  of  lay  are  likely  to  more 
than  offset  the  cut  in  potential  layers. 
After  mid-summer,  egg  supply  will 
be  increasingly  affected  by  new 
pullets,  which  are  likely  to  be  raised 
in  larger  number   than  in  1961. 


Poultry  meat  supplies  in  1962 
are  likely  to  continue  plentiful,  at 
levels  close  to  1961.  For  turkeys, 
free  market  supply  will  be  brought 
into  better  alignment  with  avail- 
able outlets  if  Marketing  Agree- 
ments and  Orders  for  them  (and 
their  hatching  eggs)  become  ef- 
fective, but  that  market  influence 
would  not  become  dominant  until 
quite  late  in  the  year.  Until  late 
summer  1962,  storage  will  be  an 
important  source  of  supply. 

For  broilers,  the  1962  supply 
outlook  suggests  no  repetition  of  the 
1961  rate  of  growth  which^on  basis 
of  placements,  will  be  up  12  per- 
cent in  head  county  and^  on  the 
basis  of  slaughter  to  mid-October, 
up  about  18  percent  by  weight.  For 
1962,  broiler  production  will  be 
close  to  1961.  The  critical  thing 
determining  this  will  be  mostly 
a  matter  of  individual  large-firm 
strategies,  rather  than  the  sum 
of  a  multitude  of  decisions.  If  the 
strategy  is  in  response  to  an  at- 
titude of  "We'll  last  it  out,"  pro- 
duction will  be  maintained.  But  if 
the  attitude  is  toward  cutting  back 
on  production,  and  if  as  a  result 
prices  eventually  recover,  there 
will  be  adequate  breeding  stock 
available  to  support  a  quick  re- 
covery in  production.  • 

If  a  "plan"  were  to  be  proposed 
for  stabilizing  the  broiler  indus- 
try, comparable,  to  that  for  tur- 
keys, new  legislative  authority  would 
be  required  before  it  could  be  put 
into  effect.  The  Agricultural  Act 
of  1961  specifically  excludes  poultry 
(other"  than  turkeys)  and  eggs  (other 
than  turkey  hatching  eggs)  from 
inclusion  under  the  Marketing 
Agreements  and  Orders  procedure 

Over  the  past  6  months  a  low- 
price  image  for  broilers  and  turkeys 
has  been  reinforced  in  consumers' 
minds.  In  many  parts  of  the  United 
States,  ready- to- cook  of  broilers 
retailed  at  19  to  25  cents  per  pound, 
and  turkeys  at  prices  at  or  below 
30  cents  per  pound,  have  condi- 
tioned consumers  to  accept  low  poul- 
try prices  as  the  norm.  When  sup- 
plies  finally  are  cut  and  higher 
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average  prices  would  normally  be 
expected,  it  is  possible  that  a  few 
months  may  elapse  before  consum- 
ers fully  accept  the  changed  price 
situation. 


EGG  PRICES  IN  1962 
TO  BE  MOSTLY  LOWER 
THAN  1961 

Egg  prices  in  early  1962  will  fol- 
low from  the  pattern  that  is  likely 
for  late  1961,  —  lower  than  the 
year  before,  largely  reflecting  in- 
creasing supplies.  In  late  October 
1961,  egg  production  was  increasing 
seasonally,  specific  quotations  had 
declined  as  much  as  5  to  8  cents 
per  dozen  from  recent  peaks  (tables 
9,  10),  and  the  highest  prices  of 
the  year  were  probably  past — bar- 
ring extreme  winter  weather  condi- 
tions that  might  temporarily  disrupt 
marketings. 

In  the  absence  of  weather  ex- 
tremes, the  likely  downward  move- 
ment of  egg  prices  in  the  remain- 
der of  1961  would  bring  them  into 
the  beginning  of  1962  at  a  level 
(U.  S.  average  farmers' price  basis) 
perhaps  5  cents  per  dozen  lower 
than  the  38.6  cents  of  January  1961. 
Even  though  the  lowest  1962  mid- 
month  price  may  not  be  substantially 
lower  than  the  30.9  cents  of  June, 
1961,  most  prices  during  the  first 
4  months  of  1962  are  likely  to  be 
below  the  comparable  1961  figures 
shown  in  table  6  .  If  the  hatch  de- 
velops as  expected — supporting  a 
larger  number  of  chickens  raised 
than  in  1961  —  egg  prices  in  the 
second  half  of  1962  will  average 
no  higher  than  1961's  comparable 
prices  and  probably  somewhat 
lower. 

A  factor  slowing  the  seasonal 
decline  in  egg  prices  in  the  last 
few  months  of  1961  is  the  short 
remaining  supply  of  frozen  eggs 
(Table  11).  The  need  to  replenish 
this  before  low-priced  eggs  are 
available  from  springtime  produc- 
tion helps  to  sustain  egg  prices. 
Because  of  the  small  stocks  of  frozen 
eggs,  breaker  demand  for  freezing 
will  be  good  next  spring.  Last  spring, 


in  addition,  egg  breakers'  commer- 
cial demands  were  supplemented  by 
the  requirements  of  the  USDA  dried 
egg  purchase  program,  which  ac- 
counted for  about  35  percent  of  the 
eggs  broken  in  February  and  March. 

The  demand  from  breakers  for  the 
preparation  of  frozen  egg  for  storage 
is  a  stabilizer  for  springtime  egg 
prices,  and  its  importance  in  this 
function  has  eclipsed  that  of  shell 
egg  storage.  Table  12  shows  that 
in  1961  the  net  diversion  of  shell 
eggs  to  storage  before  May  1  was 
nil.  The  July  1  holdings  of  shell 
eggs  were  the  lowest  for  the  date 
in  the  45  years  that  records  have 
been  kept.  Nevertheless,  the  short 
stocks  did  not  seriously  affect  the 
fall  level  of  fresh  egg  prices.  Ob- 
viously, the  seasonal  spreading-out 
of  egg  production  has  ended  the  fall 
dependence  upon  stored  eggs,  but 
there  is  still  need  for  some  spring- 
time diversion  of  eggs  from  the  flush 
output. 


October  1961  through  the  important 
hatching  months  of  April  and  May. 
The  size  of  that  hatch  is  likely  to 
be  up  from  1961,  when  346  mil- 
lion chickens  were  raised  for  laying 
flock  replacement.  Bases  for  the  ex- 
pectation of  a  larger  total  hatch  are 
(1)  the  current  hatching  activity, 
which  is  considerably  above  last 
year,  (2)  the  low  broiler  prices, 
which  encourage  shifts  to  eggs,  and 
(3)  the  likelihood  that  late-spring  egg 
prices,  which  influence  hatchings  at 
the  tail  end  of  the  season,  will  be 
about  up  to  1961. 


LARGER  MONTHLY  EGG  SUPPLIES 
TO  MID- 1962,  FROM  BIRDS  ON 
HAND;  THEREAFTER,  FROM  IN- 
CREASED HATCH 

Because  the  size  of  the  laying 
flock  for  the  first  half  of  1962  is 
already  largely  fixed  by  the  number 
of  birds  presently  available,  it  is 
practically  assured  that  monthly  egg 
supply  through  about  August  1962 
will  be  larger  than  in  the  corre- 
sponding month  a  year  earlier:  the 
decline  of  less  than  one  percent 
from  the  year  before,  as  of  Oc- 
tober 1,  1961,  in  the  number  of  po- 
tential layers,  will  be  more  than  off- 
set by  an  extension  of  past  trends 
toward  higher  rates  of  lay  (table 
14,  15).  The  373  million  potential 
layers  on  hand  October  1  included 
a  larger  proportion  of  pullets  than 
the  year  before,  and  a  smaller 
proportion  of  hens  (Table  16).  This 
change  in  the  composition  of  the 
flock  will  be  an  additional  factor  in 
the  increased  rate  of  lay. 

After  mid- 1962,  egg  production 
will  increasingly  reflect  the  size 
of  the  hatch  of  egg-type  chicks  from 


On  October  1,  1961,  the  number 
of  eggs  in  incubators  for  egg-type 
chicks  was  48  percent  above  last 
year  (Table  20).  The  September 
hatchings  were  32  percent  above 
last  year,  and  August,  26  percent 
above  (Table  21).  Increases  of  this 
magnitude  will  not  persist  in  the 
spring,  but  they  indicate  a  very 
widespread  interest  in  raising  more 
chickens.  For  example,  the  higher 
September  hatchings  reflected  in- 
creases in  every  geographic  region 
except  the  Middle  Atlantic  States; 
regional  groups  up  more  than  25 
percent  included  the  New  England 
States  (+45  percent),  East  North 
Central  (+57  percent),  West  North 
Central  (+33  percent)  South  Atlantic 
(+38  percent),  East  South  Central 
(+96  percent)  and  Pacific  (+26  per- 
cent). The  increases  in  October  1 
eggs  in  incubators  were  even  more 
widely  diffused.  In  New  England  and 
the  West  South  Central  States,  the 
respective  increases  were  4  and  5 
percent;  but  in  every  other  region, 
the  increase  was  over  40  percent, 
and  in  the  West  North  Central  and 
South  Central  States  the  increases 
were  108  and  125  percent! 
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These  widespread  increases,  in 
what  used  to  be  considered  out- of  - 
season  hatching,  represent  more 
than  a  geographic  shift  of  the  in- 
dustry to  climates  where  winter 
rearing  is  easier.  Linked  to  this 
shift  —  since  the  broiler  belt  is  in 
the  South  —  is  the  disappointment 
with  recent  broiler  prices  and  the 
opportunity  to  shift  from  broilers 
to  hens  in  the  use  both  of  feed 
facilities  and  of  housing,  requiring 
only  minimal  conversions  in  the 
latter.  But,  going  beyond  that,  it 
represents  an  awareness  on  the  part 
of  commercial  flock  owners  that 
using  laying  houses  to  capacity,  by 
brooding  the  year  round  if  neces- 
sary, is  generally  of  advantage  to 
the  individual.  Actually,  chicks 
hatched  in  late  summer  or  early  fall 
will  produce  their  small  and  medium 
eggs  in  the  spring,  when  there  is 
little  discount  against  them,  and  will 
be  laying  large  eggs  in  late  summer 
when  the  premium  is  most  fa- 
vorable. This  indicates  that  late 
summer  or  early  fall  is  actually 
a  practical  season  for  the  commer- 
cial operator  to  raise  chicks.  To 
the  extent  that  he  is  shifting  opera- 
tions to  this  season,  the  August- 
November  hatchery  operations 
represent  a  shift  from  February- 
April,  rather  than  a  gain  in  12- 
month  output. 

Regardless  of  the  level  of  hatchery 
output  from  the  present  time  until 
about  March,  the  subsequent  monthly 
hatchings  of  chicks  are  not  likely 
to  repeat  the  1961  pattern,  when 
May- June  hatchings  dropped  off 
sharply  compared  with  the  year 
before.  The  dominant  factor  in  the 
reduced  May-June  hatchings  in  1961 
was  the  egg  price  drop  that  oc- 
curred about  March  and  April.  Egg 
prices  this  coming  spring  are  likely 
to  be  somewhat  steadier  than  last 
spring  —  thus  chick  buyers  would 
not  change  their  intentions  to  pur- 
chase chicks  due  to  sharp  declines 
in  egg  prices.  However,  general 
level  of  egg  prices  during  the  spring 
of  1962  —  probably  below  1961  — 
might  become  a  consideration. 

All  told,  these  factors  are  likely 
to  lead  to  larger  hatches  than  year- 
before  through  February,  and  per- 


haps about  the  same  as  in  1961 
in  March- June.  This  could  lead  to 
an  increase  of  perhaps  5-8  percent 
in  1962  in  the  number  of  replacement 
chickens  raised  contrasted  to  the 
346  million  of  1961. 


BROILERS:  CONTINUED  LARGE 
SUPPLIES 

For  broilers,  and  again  for  tur- 
keys, the  judgement  of  prospective 
supplies  for  the  coming  year  is 
based  on  a  different  kind  of  economic 
reasoning  than  for  eggs.  Egg  pro- 
duction more  or  less  responds  to 
considerations  that  might  fall  under 
the  heading  "equilibrium  analysis"; 
a  high  price  induces  increased  out- 
put  in  the  next  production  cycle, 
and  vice  versa. 

For  broilers  the  vice  versa  does 
not  apply;  that  is,  a  lower  price 
does  not  automatically  cut  back  out- 
put. The  applicable  form  of  economic 
analysis  is  called  "game  theory," 
where  the  individual  firms  guide 
themselves  by  strategies  that  at- 
tempt to  anticipate  what  the  rest  of 
their  industry  might  be  planning. 
Judging  from  developments  since  the 
broiler  price  decline  of  May  1961, 
supplies  will  continue  large  so  long 
as  will  be  permitted  by  the  capital 
resources  of  the  firms  that  are  com- 
peting within  the  industry. 

Even  though  some  firms  have  al- 
ready exhausted  their  capital  --as 
indicated  by  press  reports  of  bank- 
ruptcies and  financial  reorganiza- 
tions —  there  has  not  been  a  suf- 
ficient tightening  of  broiler  supplies 
to  indicate  any  imminent  return  of 
broiler  prices  to  pre-May  levels 
of  about  15  cent  per  pound  (U.  S. 
average;  prices  in  Southern  produc- 


ing areas  would  be  about  a  cent 
lower). 

Despite  reports  of  cutbacks, 
weekly  broiler  chick  hatchings 
through  October  7  were  up  to  or 
above  last  year,  and  the  late  Oc- 
tober-early November  hatches  will 
be  only  about  5-7  percent  below  1960, 
judging  from  eggs  set  in  incubators. 
The  mid- October  U.  S.  average 
price,  12.0  cents  .compares  with  15.8 
a  year  earlier,  and  16.9  cents  as 
the  1960  annual  average  (Table  24). 
The  1961  average  will  be  about 
14  cents. 

The  1961  broiler  output  is  likely 
to  be  up  about  12  percent  from  1960, 
judging  from  the  chicks  hatched  in 
22  States  in  the  52  weeks  ended 
October  21  (Table  25).  This  would 
suggest  about  2.0  billion  broilers  for 
1961,  compared  with  1.8  billion  in 
1960. 

Despite  the  weakened  financial  po- 
sition of  the  firms  backing  broiler 
production,  the  same  forces  which 
encouraged  output  in  1961  will  be 
evident  in  1962.  Unless  limited  by 
effective  industry-wide  programs — 
which  would  require  new  legislation 
— the  total  1962  output  will  probably 
be  close  to  1961,  although  the  aver- 
age rate  of  increase — if  one  occurs 
— would  be  markedly  less  than  in 
1961. 

Physical  facilities  to  support  sus- 
tained or  even  increased  production 
are  available.  For  example,  the 
adequacy  of  hatching  egg  supply  is 
assured  by  the  large  number  of 
pullet  chicks  for  breeding  shown  in 
table  27.  The  availability  in  1961 
of  housing  to  accommodate  peak 
April  and  May  hatches  of  over  210 
million  chicks  (compared  to  10- 
month  average  hatches  of  only  180 
million  chicks)  has  not  yet  been 
seriously  diminished  by  diversion 
to  egg  production  enterprises.  But 
more  important  than  these  physical 
aspects  is  the  economic  organization 
of  the  broiler  business. 

The  broiler  business  has  an  in- 
tegrated structure  that  makes 
departure  and  re-entry  difficult.  If  a 
producer-processor  shuts  down,  he 
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fears  that  his  best  growers  will 
become  tied  up  to  competitors,  and 
mat  his  outlets  will  likewise  find 
new  sources  of  supply  for  dressed 
chicken.  So  he  feels  he  cannot  af- 
ford to  shut  down.  At  the  same  time, 
he  feels  that  his  competitors  must 
be  under  like  financial  pressure, 
so  he  expects  some  of  them  even- 
tually to  give  up,  and  he  reasons 
that  at  that  time  the  position  of 
the  industry  will  improve.  Against 
the  prospect  of  that  eventual  im- 
provement, he  will  continue  to  op- 
erate at  near  capacity.  Under  these 
circumstances,  a  natural  readjust- 
ment in  the  industry  may  be  long 
deferred. 


LARGE  TURKEY  CROP 
IN  VIEW 

Despite  a  decrease  of  6  percent 
from  last  year  in  the  number  of 
poults  hatched  in  September,  and 
a  26  percent  cut  in  the  number  of 
eggs  in  incubators  October  1,  the 
1962  turkey  crop  will  likely  again 
be  a  large  one,  unless  industry- 
supported  marketing  orders,  now 
in  process  of  development,  soon  be- 
come effective.  These  will  be  of- 
fered for  public  hearings  in  late 
November  and  early  December,  and 
will  probably  be  submitted  to  pro- 
ducer referenda  soon  thereafter. 

The  first  evidence  pointing  toward 
a  large  1962  crop  is  the  15-State 
report,  as  of  October  1  (table  30), 
showing  that  farmers  holding  turkey 
breeder  hens  intend  to  reduce  those 
flocks  by  only  about  3  percent 
(weighted  average  between  heavy 


and  light  turkeys).  This  would  be 
only  a  small  reduction  from  the 
breeder  flock  which  resulted  in  107 
million  turkeys  raised  in  1961.  By 
varieties,  for  1962,  the  15-State 
report  shows  intentions  toward  the 
following  percentages  of  1961 
breeder  hen  numbers: 


Heavy  Whites 
Bronze 

All  Heavy  ^rkeys  1/ 
Beltsville 
All  turkeys  y 


Percent 

118 

92 
100 
76 
97 


In  previous  years,  this  October 
intentions  report  has  been  a  good 
indicator  of  the  number  of  heavy- 
breed  breeder  turkeys  actually  on 
hand  the  following  January  1.  For 
heavy  breeds,  stated  in  percentages 
of  the  preceding  year,  the  compari- 
son is  as  follows: 


Number  on 

October  1 

hand  Jan.  1 

intentions 

following 

1956 

116 

115 

1957 

96 

92 

1958 

107 

107 

1959 

98 

95 

1960 

126 

130 

1961 

1/100 

Of  the  107  million  turkeys  being 
raised  in  1961,  a  larger  number 
than  usual  will  be  carried  over  in 
frozen  storage  into  1962  (table  32). 
October  1  holdings  of  268  million 
pounds  are  likely  to  be  augmented 
and  by  January  1  about  300  mil- 
lion pounds  may  be  in  storage.  The 
comparable  January  1,  1961  holdings 
were  160  million  pounds.  The  pro- 
spective 1962  excess  over  1961 
in  beginning-year  storage  stocks 
is  equivalent  to  more  than  10  per- 
cent of  a  normal  year's  turkey 
crop.  This  excess  is  likely  to  over- 
hang the  market  for  the  first  6 
or  8  months  of  1962,  resulting  in 
continued  low  prices  in  that  period. 

A  larger-than-usual  proportion  of 
present  storage  stocks  are  reported 
to  be  controlled  by  producers  or 
their  agents,  rather  than  to  be  in 


the  hands  of  dealers.  Evidently  the 
low  1961  prices  (table  33)— in  mid- 
October,  17.4  cents  compared  with 
25.6  a  year  earlier — have  induced 
many  farmers  and  their  backers  to 
have  turkeys  custom-slaughtered 
and  put  in  storage  for  consignment 
sale.  At  times,  difficulties  were 
reported  in  finding  available  open- 
time  in  slaughtering  plants  and  space 
in  freezers. 

Hearings  have  already  been  sche- 
duled for  Marketing  Agreements 
and/or  Orders  for  turkey  hatching 
eggs  and  for  turkeys,  and  referenda 
are  likely  to  follow  soon  thereafter. 
To  become  effective  each  proposal 
in  the  referenda  must  carry  by  a 
2/3  vote  of  all  eligible  individuals 
voting  as  well  as  by  a  majority 
of  the  production  represented  by 
the  individuals  voting.  A  turkey 
Advisory  Committee  met  with  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  officials 
to  make  suggestions  regarding  a 
program.  The  Department  has 
drafted  proposals  which  are  to  be 
published  in  The  Federal  Register 
as  a  step  preceding  public  hearings, 
which  ~are  to  be  held  on  the  following 
dates  at  these  locations: 


November 

22-22 

24-27 

29-Dec.  1 

December 

4-6 

8- 


Richmond  Virginia 
Des  Moines,  Iowa 
Las  Vegas,  Nevada 

Oklahoma  City 
Chicago,  Illinois 


Included  in  drafts  of  the  proposed 
marketing  orders  for  turkeys  and 
turkey  hatching  eggs  are  provisions 
for  market  research  and  develop- 
ment, regulation  of  grade,  size  and 
quality  at  the  handler  level,  pro- 
hibitions on  unfair  trade  practices, 
and  effective  supply  management. 
General  supply  management  provi- 
sions for  turkey  hatching  eggs  would 
be  on  the  basis  of  (1)  historically- 
based  allocations  and  allotments,  or 
(2)  limiting  egg  settings  to  a  per- 
centage of  the  available  egg  supply, 


1  /  Averages  computed  by  weight- 
ing in  accord  with  numbers  of  breed- 
ers on  hand  January  1,  1961. 
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each  of  these  respective  methods 
of  supply-management  being  intend- 
ed to  effect  orderly  marketing  con- 
ditions.   General  supply-manage- 
ment provisions  for  volume  regula- 


tion on  market  turkeys  would  apply 
primarily  to  percentage  setasides 
at  the  handler  level,  at  the  time 
turkeys  are  slaughtered. 


Industry  spokesmen    who  have 
asked  for  this  program  hope  that  it 
will   become   effective  in  time  to 
substantially  influence  1962  opera- 
tions. 
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Table     4  .--Prices  of  poultry  feeds  and  ingredients,  by  months, 
United  States,  1959  to  date 


:    Index  of  prices 

Price  per  hundredweight 

:    paid  by  farmers 
:           for  feed 

Value  of  — 

Corn  3/ 

Month 

(1947-^9=100 

Poultry  ration  1/  '    Soybean  meal  2/ 

1959  :  i960  :  1961 

1959  :  I960  :  1961  :  1959  :  i960  :  1961 

1959  :  i960  :  1961 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

January 

87 

85 

84 

3-40 

3.34 

3.29 

4.47 

4.24 

4.01 

1.82 

1.75 

1.72 

February 

87 

85 

85 

3 .41 

3.35 

3-35 

4.39 

4.19 

4.12 

1.86 

1.79 

1.79 

March 

:  87 

85 

85 

3-4o 

3-35 

3-37 

4.25 

4.14 

4.37 

I.89 

1.79 

1.80 

April 

:  88 

86 

84 

3.44 

3.40 

3.34 

4.26 

4.16 

4.63 

2.02 

1.88 

1.71 

May 

:  87 

86 

86 

3.45 

3.^1 

3-39 

4.23 

4.09 

4.89 

2.05 

1.91 

1.82 

June 

86 

85 

86 

3-42 

3-38 

3.39 

4.15 

4.05 

4.73 

2.07 

1.93 

1.84 

July 

•  86 

84 

86 

3.43 

3-35 

3.4o 

4.26 

4.03 

4.65 

2.02 

1.95 

1.88 

August 

:  86 

84 

85 

3- 41 

3.34 

3.41 

4.20 

3.98 

4.69 

2.02 

1.91 

1.86 

September 

84 

84 

85 

3-35 

3-33 

3-39 

4.12 

4.01 

4.66 

1.95 

I.89 

1.86 

October 

84 

83 

84 

3.31 

3-28 

3.33 

4.12 

3.96 

4.25 

1.77 

1.77 

1.82 

November 

84 

81 

3.31 

3.23 

4.19 

3.85 

1.75 

1.55 

December 

84 

82 

3.31 

3-23 

4.19 

3-8Q 

1.71 

I.63 

Average 

86 

84 

3.4o 

3-33 

4.24 

4.o4 

1.84 

1.80 

Price 

per  hundredweight  4/ 

:      Turkey  growing 

Laying  mash 

Scratch  grams 

Broiler  mash 

mash 

1959 

i960  : 

1961 

1959 

:  i960 

:  1961 

:  1959 

i960 

:  1961 

i  1959 

i960 

:  I96I 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

January 

4.52 

4.35 

4.29 

3.89 

3-84 

3-79 

4.98 

4.69 

4.51 

4.93 

4.69 

4.59 

February 

4.51 

4.35 

4.33 

3.89 

3.85 

3-85 

4.94 

4.70 

4.60 

4.92 

4.68 

4.63 

March 

4.48 

4.34 

4.37 

3.89 

3.84 

3.84 

4.90 

4.68 

4.68 

4.92 

4.66 

4.64 

April 

4.51 

4.38 

4.37 

3-93 

3.89 

3.84 

4.93 

4.69 

4.66 

4.90 

4.70 

4.64 

May 

4.51 

4.35 

4.43 

3-93 

3.89 

3.87 

4.89 

4.66 

4.75 

4.92 

4.64 

4.75 

June  : 

4.44 

4.33 

4.4o 

3.93 

3.87 

3-84 

4.87 

4.67 

4.73 

4.88 

4.62 

4.74 

July 

4.46 

4.31 

4.39 

3.93 

3.86 

3-86 

4.85 

4.64 

4.68 

4.82 

4.62 

4.70 

August 

4.43 

4.30 

4.39 

3-92 

3.84 

3.85 

4.83 

4.62 

4.68 

4.79 

4.60 

4.72 

September 

4.36 

4.29 

4.36 

3-86 

3.83 

3.84 

4.75 

4.61 

4.65 

4.69 

4.59 

4.65 

October 

4.35 

4.26 

4.30 

3.84 

3.81 

3.81 

4.69 

4.55 

4.55 

4.67 

4.56 

4.55 

November 

4.33 

4.22 

3.83 

3.78 

4.72 

4.51 

4.66 

4.52 

December 

4.33 

4.20 

3.83 

3-75 

4.67 

4.47 

4.64 

4.52 

Average 

4.44 

4.31 

3.89 

3.84 

4.84 

4.62 

4.81 

4.62 

1/  Purchased  feeds  at  prices  paid  by  farmers;  homegrown  feeds  valued  at  current  prices  received 
by  farmers . 

2/  44  percent  protein,  average  wholesale  price  per  hundredweight,  bagged,  at  Chicago. 
3/  Average  price  received  by  farmers,  converted  from  cents  per  bushel. 
%J  Average  price  paid  by  farmers . 
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Table    5  . — Annual  product-feed  price  ratios  for  poultry  enterprises, 
and  returns  above  feed  costs  in  egg  production 
available  data,  1940-61 


Year  ', 

Egg- feed 
price  : 
ratio, 

7  * 

United 
States 

y 
_/ 

Broiler-feed 

United 
:      States*  : 

price  ratio 

Delaware 

:         2/  : 

Turkey-  : 

feed 
price  : 
ratio , 

7 

:    United  : 
•  States 

Returns 
,    from  egg 
production 
above  feed 
costs, 
United 
,    States  3/ 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Dollars 

1940  \ 

11.5 

Q.k 

63 

19hl  : 

13.5 

9.2 

127 

1942  : 

14.2 

9.8 

176 

19^3  : 

-1  )■  r- 

14.5 

11.1 

225 

1944  : 

H.5 

10.8 

151 

1945  : 

13.4 

11.5 

236 

1946  : 

H.3 

9.7 

196 

1947  : 

11.1 

6.2 

7.7 

249 

1948  : 

11.4 

6.5 

9.8 

279 

1949  : 

13.1 

5.8 

11.0 

340 

1950  : 

10.2 

5.6 

8.8 

208 

1951  : 

11.9 

5-3 

8.9 

349 

1952  : 

10.0 

5.1 

8.0 

249 

1953  : 

12.3 

5.1 

5.2 

8.6 

388 

1954  : 

9.4 

4-3 

4.4 

7.9 

224 

1955  : 

10.8 

5.0 

5.3 

8.3 

306 

1956  : 

10.9 

4.0 

k.l 

8.2 

324 

1957  : 

10.5 

3.9 

k.l 

6.9 

280 

1958 

:  11.3 

3.8 

3.8 

7-2 

339 

1959 

:  9.2 

3.4 

3.6 

6.9 

229 

i960 

:  10.9 

3.7 

3.8 

7.7 

318 

Jan. -Oct . 

1954 

:  9.5 

4.4 

4.5 

7.9 

199 

1955 

:  10.3 

5.2 

5.5 

8.1 

245 

1956 

:  11.0 

4.1 

4.2 

3.4 

281 

1957 

:  9.8 

3.9 

k.2 

6.9 

205 

1958 

:  11.2 

3.8 

k.O 

7-3 

288 

1959 

:  9.2 

3.3 

3.5 

6.7 

194 

i960 

:  10.3 

3.7 

3-9 

7.6 

245 

1961 

:  10.5 

3-0 

3-3 

6.3 

T/  Simple  average.    2/  Mid-month  average  for  the  State.    3/  Per  hundred 
layers,  assuming  U.S.  average  feed  costs,  egg  prices  and  rates  of  lay.    4/  Part- 
ly estimated. 


*This  series  begins  in  19^7* 
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Table  9  . — Number  of  layers  on  farms,  rate  of  egg  production,  and  total  egg  output 
on  farms,  monthly  data,  January  1955  "to  date 


Item 

and 

Unit 

Jan.  : 

Feb. : 

Mar. 

:  Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

:  Aug. : 

Sept. 

:  Oct.: 

Nov. : 

Dec. 

year 

(a)  Monthly  average  data 

Average  number  of  : 

layers  on  hand 

1955 

Mil. 

338 

329 

319 

306 

277 

280 

300 

321 

331 

334 

1956  : 

332 

325 

316 

305 

one: 
295 

dOO 

dOd. 

289 

307 

323 

332 

336 

1957  : 

333 

325 

316 

305 

00)1 

oftk 

dC*J 

286 

300 

313 

321 

324 

1958  : 

321 

314 

307 

299 

POD 

C—KJC. 

288 

301 

315 

324 

329 

1959 

327 

321 

316 

308 

?Q7 
c-y  I 

286 

28l 

286 

299 

311 

317 

319 

i960  : 

316 

309 

302 

295 

Pfift 

282 

c.  1 0 

276 

284 

294 

301 

306 

1961  : 

303 

297 

294 

289 

0AJ1 

2/9 

279 

289 

Eggs  laid  per  : 

100  layers  : 

1955  : 

Eggs 

1,548  1,491  1,800 

1,844 

1  (*W\ 

T  7£1 

1,  (51 

l  £70 
1,0(2 

1,537  1,418 

l,khk  1,411  1,491 

1956  : 

1,561  1,585  1,832 

1,839 

i  Rot 
1,091 

1  7k£ 
1,  (4-0 

l,o95 

1,589  1,457 

1,497  1,466  1,566 

1957  : 

1,606  1,5^3  1,862 

1,872 

1    Ql  O 

T  770 
X,  1  (  d. 

1    71  ft 
X,  (XO 

1,621  1,491 

1,489  1,459  1,588 

1958  : 

1,664  1,537  1,806 

1,861 

1,933 

1,796 

1,757 
1,798 

1,660  1,530 

1,564  1,548  1,632 

1959  : 

1,676  1,612  1,908 
1,719  1,667  1,851 

1,911 

1,963 

1,828 

1,701  1,565 

1,580  1,542  l,66l 

i960 

1,872 

1,969 

1,843 

1,816 

1,736  1,601 

1,600  1,560  1,648 

1961  : 

1,698 

1,634  1,922 

1,902 

1,952 

1,833 

1,815 

1,739  1,617 

Total  monthly  egg 

production  : 

14.5 

13.6 

]■■/'-;  "1  m   Qg  B 

15.9 

1  S  7 

15.5 

13.8 

12.8 

12.0 

11.8 

12.9 

13.0 

13.8 

1956  ! 

14.4 

14.3 

16.1 

15.6 

15.5 

13.8 

13.3 

12.8 

12.4 

13.5 

13-5 

14.6 

T  QR7 

14.9 

13.9 

16.3 

15.9 

15.7 

14.0 

13.3 

12.9 

12.4 

13-0 

13.0 

14.3 

1958  : 

14.8 

13.4 

15.4 

15-4 

15.6 

14.2 

13.8 

13-2 

12.8 

13-7 

13.9 

14. 9 

1959 

15.2 

14.4 

16.7 

16.3 

16.2 

14.5 

14.1 

13.5 

13.0 

13.6 

13.6 

14.7 

i960 

15-1 

14.3 

15-5 

15.4 

15.8 

14.4 

13.9 

13.3 

12.6 

13.0 

13.1 

14.0 

1961 

14.3 

13-5 

15.7 

15.3 

15.4 

14.2 

13-9 

13.5 

13-0 

(b)  First-of -month  data 

Number  of  layers  : 

on  hand 

1955 

Mil. 

344 

332 

325 

312 

300 

287 

279 

275 

286 

313 

328 

335 

1956 

334 

329 

322 

310 

300 

290 

281 

282 

296 

317 

329 

335 

1957 

337 

328 

321 

310 

300 

289 

279 

280 

292 

309 

317 

324 

1958 

324 

317 

311 

304 

294 

286 

281 

283 

292 

309 

320 

329 

1959 

330 

324 

319 

312 

303 

291 

281 

282 

291 

306 

315 

319 

i960 

319 

313 

306 

299 

292 

284 

278 

274 

278 

290 

297 

305 

196l 

306 

299 

295 

292 

286 

28l 

277 

275 

282 

295 

Eggs  laid  per 

100  layers 

46.6 

47.6 

1955 

Eggs 

48.7 

51.1 

55-4 

60.7 

62.2 

60.3 

56.6 

51.2 

47.9 

46.6 

1956 

48.6 

52.0 

57-4 

60.8 

61.8 

60.3 

56.1 

53-2 

49.3 

47.9 

48.6 

49.1 

1957 

51.8 

51.9 

58.3 

61.9 

63.0 

60.8 

57-3 

53-5 

51.0 

48.4 

47.8 

49.6 

1958 

52.9 

54.5 

55-3 

60.8 

63.2 

61.5 

58.2 

55.1 

52.0 

50.0 

50.9 

52.4 

1959 

52.9 

55.2 

59-9 

63.2 

64.0 

62.6 

59-3 

56.6 

53-1 

51-3 

50.7 

52.2 

I960 

54.9 

56.O 

58.9 

60.6 

64.2 

62.9 

60.0 

57-3 

54.7 

52.0 

51.2 

52.8 

1961 

53-6 

55.9 

60.8 

63.2 

63.6 

62.3 

59-8 

57-3 

54.9 

52.9 

Daily  rate  of 

egg  production 

158 

141 

146 

160 

1955 

:Mil.  eggs 

168 

170 

180 

190 

187 

173 

137 

153 

1956 

:  162 

171 

185 

189 

186 

175 

158 

150 

146 

152 

160 

164 

1957 

•  175 

170 

I87 

192 

189 

176 

160 

150 

149 

150 

152 

161 

1958 

:  171 

173 

172 

185 

186 

176 

164 

156 

152 

155 

163 

172 

1959 

:  175 

179 

191 

198 

194 

182 

167 

159 

155 

157 

160 

166 

I960 

.  175 

175 

180 

181 

187 

179 

167 

157 

152 

151 

152 

161 

1961 

164 

167 

180 

185 

182 

175 

166 

158 

155 

156 
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Table  11. — First-of-month  storage  stocks  of  shell  and  frozen  eggs,  1952  to  date 


Jan . 


Feb. 


Mar. 


Apr. 


May- 


June 


July 


Aug. 


Sept. 


Oct. 


Mil. 


0.1 
.2 
.1 
.2 
.1 
•3 
.2 
.1 
.2 
.1 

67 
50 
1+2 
75 
74 
87 
75 
57 
79 
64 

1-7 
1-3 
1.1 
1, 
1. 
2. 
1. 
1.4 
2.0 
1.6 


1.9 

1.5 
1.2 
2.1 
2.0 
2.6 
2.1 
1.5 
2.2 
1.7 

17.7 
4.0 
1.2 
1-9 
3-9 
3-6 
1-9 
1.4 


Mil. 


0.2 
.1 
.1 
.2 
•3 
•3 
.2 
.1 
•3 
.1 

53 
35 
38 
66 
51 
75 
64 
47 
75 
54 

1.4 
•9 
1.0 
1-7 
1-3 
1-9 
1.6 
1.2 

1-9 
1.4 

1.6 
1.0 
l.l 
2.0 
1.6 
2.3 
1.8 
1.2 
2.2 
1.5 

17.0 
3.4 
1.1 
1-5 
3-1 
3-3 
1.5 


Mil. 


0.9 

.2 
1 

3 
3 
5 
1 
1 
3 
1 

61 
42 
42 

63 
42 
66 
60 
46 
78 
49 


1-7 
1-5 
1.2 
2.0 
1.2 

2.5 
1.4 
1.2 

1-  9 
1.4 
2.2 
1.1 
1.2 

2-  3 
1.3 

15.6 

3-  2 
1-3 
1-5 
2.8 
3-1 
1.4 


Mil. 


1.6 
.4 
.4 
•5 
-3 
•9 
.1 
.1 
.2 
.1 

84 
65 
92 
84 
61 
78 
53 
55 
81 
54 


Mil. 


Mil. 


Mil. 


Mil . 


(a)  Shell  eggs,  cases 


2.2 
.6 
■7 

1.2 

.6 

1.2 
•3 

•  5 

•  3 


111 

99 
136 
126 

95 
108 


3-2 
1.4 

1-3 
2.1 
1.2 
1-7 

•7 
1.0 

.8 

„  .2 

Frozen  egg 

146 
132 
167 
171 
140 
140 
101 
119 
122 
92 


3-4 

1-  5 
1.6 

2-  3 
1-5 
1.8 

•9 
1.1 
l.l 
.4 


pounas 


2.7 
1.2 
1.4 
2.2 
1-3 
1-5 
•  7 
•9 
1.0 

■  3 


85 
90 
67 

Frozen  egg,  case 


166 
loO 
186 
194 
172 
167 
134 
149 
157 
113 


163 
153 
181 
195 
177 
177 
140 
152 
166 

iquivalerru  l/ 


Mil. 


2.2 
.8 
1.0 

1-7 
1.0 
1.2 
•5 
•  7 
.  7 

.3 

144 
133 
161 
180 
168 
165 
134 
149 

15§ 
108 


Mil. 


124 
110 
139 
155 
152 

147 
117 
135 
140 


3-2 
2.9 
3-6 
4.0 
3-9 
3-8 
3.0 
3-4 

3-  5 
2.5 

4-  9 
3-3 
4.4 

5-  2 
4.7 
4.7 
3.2 
4.0 
4.0 
2.7 

6.4 
2.7 
3-0 
5-8 
5-2 
4.3 
1-9 


Nov . 


Mi] 


1.0 

•3 
.6 
.8 
.6 
.6 
.2 
•5 
.3 


95 
87 
118 
128 
132 
124 
94 


Dec. 


Mil . 


0.4 

.1 
•3 
•3 

5 
3 
1 
3 
1 


72 
61 
95 

101 

109 
99 
73 

g6 
87 


2.5 

1-9 

2.3 

1.6 

3.1 

2.5 

3.3 

2.6 

3.4 

2.8 

3.2 

2.6 

2.4 

1-9 

3-0 

2.4 

2.9 

2.2 

3-5 

2.3 

2-5 

1-7 

3-7 

2.8 

4.1 

3.0 

4.0 

3-3 

3-8 

2.9 

2.6 

2.0 

3-5 

2.7 

3.1 

2.3 

5-1 

4.3 

2.0 

1.4 

2.6 

2.1 

5.1 

4.3 

4.5 

3.9 

3-3 

3-0 

1.4 

1.2 

l/    During  the  period  through  1957,  one  case  of  eggs  is  considered  equivalent  to  38%  pounds  of  mixed 
whole  frozen  egg,  or  10.2  pounds  of  egg  solids;  "beginning  1958,  one  case  of  eggs  equals  39^  pounds 
frozen  egg.    2/    Large  stocks  in  early  years  of  this  series  reflect  USDA  inventories.    3/  Discontinued 
as  of  January. 
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Table  l4.~ Factors  indicative  of  number  of  layers  to  be  on  hand  January  1,  1962 
(a)  Fall  pullet  numbers  and  derivation 


Pullets  on  hand 


•  ': 

Chickens 
raised 

Sexed 
pullets 
as  a 
percentage 
of  farmers  1 
chick 
purchases 

Computed 
number 
of  pullets 
among 
chickens 
raised  l/ 

October  1 

January  1, 

following 

Tavinp1 

Not  yet 
laying 

Total 

Laying 

Not  yet 
laying 

Total 

As 
re- 
ported 

As  percent 
of  pullets 
among 
chickens 
raised 

As 
re- 
ported 

As  per- 
cent of 
pullets 
among 
chickens 
raised 

Mil. 

Pet. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Pet. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Pet. 

1946 

738 

22 

435 

126 

199 

325 

75 

244 

37 

28l 

65 

19^7 

719 

26 

439 

131 

195 

326 

74 

243 

35 

278 

63 

1948 

615 

30 

387 

125 

176 

301 

78 

227 

31 

258 

67 

19^9  • 

705 

31 

444 

i4o 

I85 

324 

73 

255 

32 

287 

65 

1950 

620 

32 

397 

l4l 

142 

283 

71 

229 

29 

258 

65 

1951 

623 

33 

399 

143 

144 

288 

72 

231 

30 

26l 

65 

1952 

561 

37 

370 

142 

117 

259 

70 

215 

23 

238 

64 

1953  : 

548 

42 

373 

154 

112 

1 J- 

231 

24 

OP 

00 

1954  • 

54o 

49 

383 

i  Aft 
100 

273 

71 

257 

67 

1955 

50 

330 

148 

94 

242 

73 

212 

27 

239 

72 

1956 

471 

53 

344 

167 

92 

259 

75 

218 

32 

250 

73 

1957 

39^ 

60 

303 

144 

84 

228 

75 

195 

32 

227 

75 

1958 

421 

65 

333 

157 

97 

254 

76 

209 

37 

246 

74 

1959 

386 

68 

309 

147 

85 

231 

75 

193 

32 

225 

73 

i960  2/ 

332 

69 

269 

121 

85 

206 

77 

175 

34 

209 

78 

1961  2/ 

346 

3/70 

284 

144 

78 

222 

78 

(b)  Fall  hen 

numbers 

and  derivations 

Hens  on  hand 


Layers  and  potential  layers 
on  hand,  January  1 


Hens 


Pullets 


Total 


October  1 


As 
reported 


As  percent  of 
hens  and  pullets 
Jan.  1  given  year 


January  1,  following 


As 
reported 


As  percent  of 
pullets  "an.  1 
giver,  year 


Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Pet. 

Mil. 

Pet. 

1946 

151 

322 

473 

202 

43 

150 

47 

19^7 

150 

281 

431 

198 

46 

i4o 

50 

1948 

140 

278 

4l8 

193 

46 

141 

51 

1949 

141 

258 

399 

184 

46 

137 

53 

1950 

137 

287 

424 

189 

45 

l4l 

49 

1951 

141 

258 

399 

179 

45 

136 

53 

1952 

136 

261 

397 

172 

43 

135 

52 

1953 

135 

238 

373 

156 

42 

116 

49 

195^ 

116 

255 

371 

154 

42 

111 

44 

1955 

111 

257 

369 

166 

45 

122 

47 

1956 

:  122 

239 

361 

151 

42 

120 

50 

1957 

120 

250 

370 

165 

45 

129 

52 

1958 

•  129 

227 

356 

152 

43 

121 

53 

1959 

121 

246 

367 

160 

44 

127 

52 

i960 

•  127 

225 

352 

168 

48 

131 

58 

1961 

131 

209 

34o 

151 

44 

1/  Computed  with  allowance  for  pullets  among  straight-run  chicks  bought.     2/  Preliminary.  3y  Intentions. 
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H  OJ  CO  OJ  CO  OJ  OJ  CO  CVI  -i" 
HHrHi— liHi— (Hi— ItHrH 


ON  O  COVD   l/N  rH  -Cj"  rH  O-l-j 

co  0N0M>-t--r-t— t~-t-t>- 


.HOOJ-OJMOOHt-- 
-d"  LTN  C —  t —  t —  t/N  LCN  ^7  CO 
HHHHHHrlriHH 


OJ  ONVO  rH  LTN  rH  CO  O  ON  iH 
VO  VO  VO  t~-VO   c— VO   l^VO  t~- 


CO  VO  COCO  GN-4-  0J  00  CO  j 
LTNVO  CO  OJ  OJ  rH  O  ON  ONCO 
HHHCMCMOJCMHHH 


CAr-COH  P\H  OVD  t-W  O 
On  On  t—  l>-vo  vo  t~-  lp>vo  tr\J- 
cococococor>~icococoooco 


CO   O  ON  O  ON  CO  O  O  CO  O  ITS  VO 

-=--jcOCOVO^--*OJcoOJOC 


ON  r— J  ON  r-l  ON  t — CO  0OVO  CO  r 
CO  j  OO  j  !At-0  H  rl  rl  r 


Ox  O  cl^r  ltn  t —  OJ  0J  C —  OJ  -3" 
OJ  co  CO  OJ  0J  OJ  CO  co  CO  CO  CO 


LTN-i-  ONCO  OJ  VO  C  CO  OJ  ON  rH  CO 
I—  f—  LTN  LTN^.U  CO  CO  OJ  CO  0J  CO  CO 


rH  O  CO  t —  LTN  CO  -^f  VO  OJ  CO  LTN 

cococococococococococo 


ON  rH  LTNrH  COOlOO  ITNONCOl/N 
(M  (OH  OOfOH  H  C\0  OM> 
OJOJOJOJOJOJOJr-IOJHr-l 


OICO  CNVO  CO  OJ  ONCO  r-l  VO  OJ 
CO  CO  LTNVO   C— j   LTN  OJ  LTN  CO  O  OJ 

OJOJOJOJOJOJOJOJOJOJOJOJ 


OJ~  C-OJ-*-*  OJ-H/  O-LTNLTNCO 
-r^-3-rHrHOONONCOONCOCOL^- 

HHrlHrl 


coOJ-d-COCO  t—      C— r-H-d" 
^j-  LTNVO      vo  -cr  iTN^i-  OJ  ^s- 

HrlHHrlrlrlHrrlrl 


LTNVO  CO         0J  j   ONCO  O  ONCO 

—  c —  t- —  t —  t —  t--t--t--co  t--i>- 


rH  VO  LTNVO   rH  OJ  O  ON  I— I  t —  iH 

J-  oororl  H  (M  nj  w  OJ  CM  co 

HHHrlHHHrlHrlH 


VO    CNVO  VO  O  ~    COVO  C~—  LTN  LTN  OJ 

VDVOVOVOVOVOVOVOVOVO  t~-t~- 


ONONOJVOJ-VOrHlTNOJOOOrH 
CO  t—  t~-  LTN  LTN  VO  LTNVO  LTNVO  VO  LTN 
HHHrlrlHrlriHHHH 


rH  0J  CO  J"   LTNVO   f—  CO  ON 

corocorocorocococo 

OnOnONOnCnOnonOnOn 

HHrlrlrirlrlrlH 


O   rH  OJ  CO  J   LTNVO  l>-C0  ON 

OnONOnONONONOnOnCNON 
iH  rH  iH-H  iH  H  rH  H  rH  H 


OJl 

O  H  W  OOJ-  1A>0  r-CO  ONO  rl 
ltn  ltn  ltn  ltn  ltn  ltn  ltn  ltn  ltn  ltn  vo  vo 

ONOnCNCnOnGNOnOnOnOnOnCn 

rliHiHrHHrlrirlrlrlrirl 
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Table  17. — Egg-feed  price  ratio,  chickens  raised  and  subsequent  number  of  pullets  on 

farms,  1925  —  196l 


Year 

Egg-feed 

price 

ratio 
weighted 
average 
1/ 

Chickens 
raised 
0  / 
£/ 

Sexed 
pullets 
bought 

as  a 
percent 
of 

total 
chickens 
purchased 

Pullets  on  farms  3/ 

Percentage  of  preceding  year 

As 

reported 

As  a  percentage 
of  chickens 
raised 

Egg-feed 

price 

ratio 
weighted 
average 

y 

Farmers 1 
inten- 
tions 

to  pur- 
chase 
chicks 

Chickens 
raised 

Pullets 
on 
farms 
Jan.  1 
follow- 
ing 

Oct. 

:  Jan.  1 
l:follow- 
:  ing 

Oct. 

:  Jan.  1 
1:  follow- 
:  ing 

Lb . 

Mil  • 

.rCT. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

1925 

12.9 

679 

103 

1926 

13.5 

718 

105 

106 

1927  : 

13  .h 

750 

99 

104 

1928 

12.2 

700 

34 

91 

93 

1929 

13.1 

751 

253 

107 

107 

1930 

13.8 

777 

244 

34 

31 

105 

103 

96 

1931 

10.6 

709 

240 

230 

32 

77 

91 

94 

1932  : 

11.6 

736 

254 

237 

34 

32 

109 

104 

103 

1933 

14.3 

750 

254 

238 

34 

32 

123 

102 

100 

1934  : 

10.9 

229 

212 

3d 

33 

76 

86 

89 

1935 

11.4 

658 

242 

226 

37 

34 

105 

102 

107 

1936 

13.1 

715 

271 

249 

38 

35 

115 

109 

110 

1937 

9-4 

601 

248 

215 

4l 

36 

72 

84 

86 

1938 

11.4 

651 

276 

242 

42 

37 

121 

108 

108 

113 

1939 

12.6 

697 

287 

254 

41 

30 

11a 

108 

107 

105 

19^0 

10.4 

634 

292 

240 

46 

38 

83 

96 

91 

94 

19^1 

11.5 

745 

328 

270 

44 

37 

111 

109 

nfl 

llo 

llo 

1942 

13.2 

844 

21 

363 

319 

43 

38 

115 

112 

113 

115 

19^3 

14.7 

1,001 

17 

393 

350 

39 

35 

111 

116 

119 

110 

11.2 

032 

20 

347 

301 

3° 

76 

83 

83 

86 

1945 

12.8 

890 

18 

371 

322 

42 

36 

n4 

96 

107 

107 

1946 

11.8 

738 

22 

325 

^Ol 

44 

38 

92 

OD 

03 

07 

1947 

11.3 

719 

26 

326 

278 

45 

39 

96 

94 

97 

99 

1948 

9-8 

615 

30 

301 

258 

49 

42 

87 

80 

86 

93 

1949 

(Up 

31 

324 

287 

4D 

In 
41 

129 

107 

115 

111 

1950 

9.6 

620 

32 

283 

258 

46 

42 

76 

88 

88 

90 

1951 

11.4 

623 

33 

oAA 

26l 

46 

42 

119 

90 

101 

101 

1952 

9-0 

561 

37 

259 

238 

46 

42 

79 

90 

90 

91 

1953 

11.3 

548 

42 

266 

255 

49 

47 

126 

96 

98 

107 

195^ 

10*9 

ha 
4-9 

273 

257 

50 

48 

96 

100 

99 

101 

1955 

9.7 

459 

50 

242 

239 

53 

52 

89  • 

82 

85 

93 

1956 

12.1 

471 

53 

259 

250 

55 

53 

125 

103 

103 

105 

1957 

:  9-3 

394 

60 

228 

227 

58 

58 

77 

91 

84 

91 

1958 

11.9 

421 

65 

254 

246 

60 

58 

128 

106 

107 

108 

1959 

10.0 

386 

68 

231 

225 

60 

58 

84 

99 

92 

91 

i960 

':  9-6 

332 

,  69 

206 

209 

62 

63 

96 

91 

86 

93 

1961 

:  11.5 

346 

V  70 

222 

64 

120 

112 

104 

l/  Weights  are  as  follows:  Preceding  November,  1;  preceding  December,  2;  January,  3;  February,  4;  March,  5; 
April,  3;  May,  1. 

2/  For  farm  flock  replacement;  excluding  specialized  broilers,  but  including  broiler  breeder  stock. 
3/  Laying  and  not  yet  laying. 
%j  Intentions  to  purchase. 
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Table  18. 

■ — Chickens  raised  and  October  1  potential  layers, 

by  regions,  1950  to  date 

JAc!gJLOIl 

: 

• 

Total, 

Year 

East 

:    West      :  : 

United 

North  J 

North 

:    North    :  South 

South  ; 

Western: 

States 

ii.ljJ.CUl  wXL.  . 

Central 

:  Central  :  A-G±atrcic  . 

m                                         •  0 

Million 

Million 

Million  Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

(a)  Chickens  raised 

1950 

90.6 

119.7 

169.2  63.8 

116.7 

59.7 

619.8 

1951 

93-8 

118.6 

170 . 8            65  •  4 

111.6 

62.7 

622.9 

1952 

88.5 

107.1 

lkj.8  63.2 

96.8 

57.6 

561.0 

1953 

90.4 

106.6 

152.2  57-5 

86.3 

54.5 

5^7.5 

195^ 

83.6 

107.2 

150. 4  57.8 

84.3 

56.7 

539-9 

1955* 

77.4 

86.5 

125.3  51.2 

67.I 

51.9 

459.4 

1956* 

74.2 

86.8 

133.1  5^-5 

72.2 

50.3 

471.0 

1957* 

63.0 

67.4 

104.5  52.6 

60.9 

45.3 

393-8 

1958* 

65.I 

71.8 

112.6  58.O 

66.4 

47.5 

421 . 4 

1959* 

58.3 

57-8 

96.6  58.2 

66.3 

48.9 

386.O 

i960* 

1^9.7 

47.O 

84.0  49.9 

54.4 

46.8 

331.8 

I96I  1/ 

V.  Ci  1— 

48.5 

^9.2 

87.2  52.5 

60.8 

47.7 

346.0 

(b )  Potential  layers  on  farms 

,  October 

12/ 

1950 

76.3 

91.0 

138.2         44. 0 

79-9 

42.7 

472.1 

1951 

76.3 

90.9 

137.4  42.8 

75.9 

*6-7 

466.9 

1952 

73.0 

81.3 

123.8  39.8 

69.5 

43.1 

430.6 

1953 

73-0 

81.9 

119.4  40.2 

62.8 

^5.3 

422.5 

195^  : 

74.8 

81.5 

123.7  39.1 

62.4 

45.6 

427.0 

195  5  * 

75-2 

77.8 

113.6  37.^ 

r-  O  r-7 

58.7 

44.9 

407.6 

1956* 

75.0 

77-9 

115.1  39.7 

57-9 

44.1 

1409-7 

1957*  : 

69.7 

71.6 

109.6  41.9 

56.3 

^3.5 

392.5 

1958* 

70.0 

73.5 

112.3  45.4 

60.1 

45.O 

436.3 

1959* 

DO.  O 

66.6 

102.3  ^9.3 

60.0 

46.2 

390.9 

i960*  : 

59-9 

64.4 

94.6  49.2 

57.6 

48.6 

37^-3 

1961  1/  - 

57.3 

6l.l 

90.3  51.6 

61.2 

51.6 

373.1 

*Re vised. 

l/  Preliminary 

2/  Potential  layers  are  hens,  laying  pullets  and  pullets  not  yet  of  laying 
age. 
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Table    19. — Monthly  hatchings  of  replacement-type  chicks,  and  chickens  raised,  1956  to  date 


Month  and  item 

uniT^ 

1  QR7 

1  Q^ft 

1  qAi  i  / 

Hatchings 

January 

• 

Millions 

"3  A  tr 

J?.o 

00  "3 

00 

February 

CLO. 

Ak  n 

)DO 

61  6 
ox  *  0 

61  h 

J°'^ 

1+8.1+ 

March 

CLO  ■ 

1  liQ  c 

1  HQ  k 

115  Q 

117  ft 
XX  (  •  U 

71  6 
/X.  D 

n  c 
u.p 

April 

do  • 

1  crn  )i 

1  on  )i 

1  3  c:  )l 

1 0Ci  A 

V  1  O 

103.1+ 

May 

A  r\ 
CLO. 

mA  A 

Qfl  ft 

i  no  v 

85.8 

QQ  7 

Ac  i 

June 

CLO  . 

3k  7 

on  q 

1+0.1+ 

97  5 

k^  6 

July 

do. 

11.9 

18.2 

lif.O 

18.8 

21.7 

August 

do. 

lh.3 

10.2 

11+.8 

J3.»t 

16.1+ 

20.6 

September 

do. 

Xk.8 

12.3 

16.6 

13.8 

16.7 

22.1 

October 

CLO  • 

Ij  .0 

jlo.  y 

Ik  3 
X4- .  3 

ID  •  y 

November 

do. 

14.7 

12.2 

16.2 

13.5 

16.7 

December 

do. 

15-9 

15.7 

19.6 

lM 

20.2 

Total,  calendar  year 

do. 

667-9 

519.5 

596.3 

5U1.O 

1+79-7 

Total,  12  months  ending  July 

of  given  year 

do . 

00  (  •  4 

533-0 

575  .o 

555.0 

*+02  •  1 

505-2 

Chickens  raised,  calendar  year 

do. 

liOl  )i 

jOD.U 

oon  ft 

q  )i  A  n 

Pullets  on  hand,  January  1 

following 

(a)  Number 

do. 

250.3 

226.6 

21+6.0 

225.0 

208.6 

(b)    As  a  percentage  of 

chickens  raised 

Percent 

53 

58 

58 

58 

63 

Sexed  pullets  as  a  percentage 

3/  70 

of  farmers'  chick  purchases 

do. 

53 

60 

65 

68 

69 

^  Preliminary.  ~2j  Size  of  hatch  if  monthly  output  shows  same  percentage  change  as  number  of  eggs  in  incubator 
on  first  of  month.    3/    February  intentions. 


Table    20. — Hatchings  of  replacement-type  chicks,  by  divisions,  January-September  1961 

with  comparisons 


Chickens  raised 

Hatchings , 

January-September 

Eggs  in 
incubators 
Oct.  1,  1961 
as  a  percentage 
of  a  year 
earlier 

Division  : 

Hens  and 
pullets 

on  farms, 
Jan.  1, 
1961 

1961 

1961 
intentions 

as  a 
percentage 
of  i960 

1959 

i960 

1961 

1961 
as  a 
percentage 
of  i960 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Pet. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

New  England 

11+ . 

3 

17 

3 

95 

22. 

7 

21. 

8 

21 

3 

98 

10l+ 

Middle  Atlantic 

IK). 

0 

31 

3 

99 

56. 

6 

1+8 

5 

50 

6 

101+ 

166 

East  North  Central 

55- 

6 

1+9 

2 

105 

98. 

1 

81+ 

9 

93 

1+ 

110 

ll+9 

West  North  Central 

79- 

7 

87 

2 

101+ 

160. 

5 

127 

0 

132 

0 

10l+ 

208 

South  Atlantic 

48. 

1 

52 

5 

105 

2 

37 

5 

1+0 

9 

109 

ll+6 

East  South  Central 

27. 

5 

30 

2 

115 

20. 

5 

17 

1 

21 

6 

126 

225 

West  South  Central 

27. 

3 

30 

6 

109 

29. 

6 

26. 

0 

29 

6 

111+ 

105 

Mountain 

7 

8 

8 

1+ 

103 

9 

2 

7 

3 

7 

9 

107 

11+4 

Pacfic 

:  39 

9 

39 

l+ 

102 

58. 

5 

55 

7 

60 

8 

109 

V* 

United  States 

3*10.1 

3I+6.0 

101+ 

1+98.9 

1+25 

8 

1+57 

9 

108 

11+8 
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Table  23- — Dried  and  frozen  egg:    U.3.D.A.  purchases,  1958  to  date 


Purchases  : 

Top 

.      Cost  of  purchase 

By  weight                 :          Case  equivalent  : 

price 

Period 

For  tne         Cumulative     :    Number      :  Cumulative  : 
period 

per 
pound 
1/ 

J    For  the     j  Cumulative 
period 

1958 

1959  2/ 
I960 


1959 
June 
July 


i960 


1961 


Thou,  lb, 


4,l62 
19,^03 
19,01+8 


1,380 
2,730 


Thou.  lb. 


Thou,  cases  Thou,  cases 


Dol. 


Thou.  dol.    Thou.  dol. 


(a)  Annual  purchases  of  dried  egg  solids  for  school  lunches 
and  other  eligible  outlets 


426 
1,901 
1,880 


1.23 
1.24 

1.14 


5,087 
21,883 
20,700 


(b)  Monthly  purchases  of  frozen  mixed  whole  egg  for  later  drying  3/ 


1,3&0 
4,110 


55 
69 


35 
104 


0.24 
.24 


333 
668 


(c)  Monthly  purchases  of  dried  egg  solids  for  school  lunches 
and  other  eligible  outlets  4/ 


(d)  Weekly  purchases  of  dried  whole  egg 
for  distribution  to  needy 


333 
1,001 


January 

2,759 

2,759 
5,432 

272 

272 

1.03 

2,800 

2,800 

February 

2,674 

264 

536 

1.03 

2,719 
3,l6l 

5,519 

March 

3,031 

8,464 

215 

751 

1.06 

7,779 

April 

404 

8,867 

124 

874 

1.06 

427 

9,107 

May 

269 

9,136 

27 

901 

1.06 

284 

9,391 

June  5/ 

no 

purchases 

July 

4,059 

13,195 

400 

1,302 

1.14 

4,625 

14,016 

August 

3,050 

16,245 

301 

1,603 

1.14 

3,483 

17,499 

September 

2,399 
314 

18,644 

237 

1,840 
1,877 

1.14 

2,741 

20,240 

October 

18,958 

31 

1.14 

358 

20,598 

November 

90 

19,048 

9 

1,880 

1.14 

102 

20,700 

December 

no 

purchases 

Feb.  1 

422 

422 

42 

42 

1.37 

575 

575 

8 

1,192 

1,615 

119 

161 

1.37 

1,631 

2,206 

15 

969 

2,584 

97 

258 

1.37 

1,324 

3,530 

23 

1,143 

3,726 

114 

373 

1.37 

3,760 

5,084 

March  1 

870 

4,596 

87 

460 

1.30 

1,126 

6,210 
8,o4l 

8 

l,54o 

6,136 

154 

614 

1.20 

1,831 

15 

1,267 

7,403 

127 

740 

1.20 

1,496 

9,537 

23 

1,565 

8,968 
10,658 

157 

897 

1.18 

1,820 

11,357 
13,294 

29 

1,689 

169 

1,066 

1.17 

1,938 

April  5 

770 

11,428 

77 

1,143 

1-17 

895 

14,189 

12 

149 

11,577 
12,074 

15 

1,158 

1.17 

174 

14,363 

19 

497 

50 

1,207 

1.17 

580 

14,943 

26 

596 

12,670 

60 

1,267 

1.17 

696 

15,639 

May  3 

1,267 

13,937 

127 

1,394 

1.17 

1,478 

17,117 

10 

720 

14,657 

72 

1,466 

1.17 

84l 

17,957 

17 

1,366 

16,024 

137 

1,602 

1.17 

1,594 

19,551 

25 

1,192 

17,216 

119 

1,722 
1,816 

1.17 

1,392 

20,943 

June  1 

944 

18,160 

94 

1.17 

1,102 
696 

22,045 

7 

596 

18,756 

60 

1,876 

1.17 

22,741 

14 

969 

19,725 

97 

1,973 

1.17 

1,131 

23,872 

21 

845 

20, 570 
21,340 

84 

2,057 
2,134 

1.17 

986 

24,858 

29 

770 

77 

1.17 

899 

25,757 
26,714 

July  7 

820 

22,  160 

82 

2,216 

1.17 

957 

15  0/ 

348 

22,508 

35 

2,251 

1.17 

406 

27,120 

1/  Rounded  to  the  nearest  cent.    2/  Surplus  removal  program  began  with  week  ending  April  23. 
3/~~ Program  began  June  18  and  ended  as  of  July  16.    4/  Some  purchases  in  #2|-  cans  and  others  in  10  pound 
cans.    _5_/  Program  ended  May  19,  i960  and  began  again  July  1,  1961.    6/  Program  ended  as  of  July  12,  1961. 
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Table  24. — Broilers:     Price  per  pound,  selected  areas,  January  1955  to  date 


Year 

:  Jan.  : 

Feb.  : 

Mar. 

:  Apr.  : 

May  : 

June  : 
—  '- 

July  : 

Aug.  : 

Sept. : 

Oct.  : 

Nov.  : 

Dec.  : 

Annual 
weighted 
average 

:  Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

In  \  TT 

(.a;  U 

S.  mid-month 

averag 

e  price 

received  by  farmers, 

live 

1955 

Oil  )| 

24.4 

. 

25  •  4 

29.7 

28.4 

2T.0 

0*7  0 

26.5 

26.9 

25.2 

22.0 

21 .2 

19.  4 

25 . 2 

195° 

on  A 

<iX  •  4 

21.9 

20.8 

c.1.  •  -L 

21.4 

19.6 

18.2 

i  7  0 
x  f .  d 

i  £  ft 
xo  •  0 

xo  •  0 

xy .  0 

1957 

18.0 

19.5 

19.5 

18.8 

19.3 

20.7 

21.4 

20.7 

18.1 

17.0 

I6.9 

16.4 

18.9 

1958 

19.9 

20.4 

21.4 

19.4 

20.3 

21.1 

19.3 

17.6 

16.3 

15.8 

15.8 

15.1 

18.5 

iy?y 

1 1  0 
If.? 

-1  £  ft 
xo  •  0 

16.9 

16.3 

x^.o 

15.8 

16.1 

15.6 

15- h 

X4  •  y 

i  L  ft 

X4  .  O 

17  Ji 
X  (  .  4 

1  £  1 

XD .  X 

i960 

X  f  .X 

1 1  .0 

18.0 

17.4 

1 1.  ? 

17.6 

17-7 

16.6 

15.8 

X?  .0 

ic  c 
!?•  ? 

xo  ■  y 

xyox 

xo.  p 

1  f .  0 

16.8 

15.1 

-1)1  )l 

X4  •  4 

12.8 

12.6 

13.0 

11-7 

ion 

(b)  Del- 

-Mar- va 

,  average  price,  live 

y 

1955 

25 . 2 

o£  )| 
20.  4 

30.0 

31.7 

25.2 

28.0 

27.9 

27.8 

26.9 

20. 7 

1  ft  "7 

10.  { 

19.5 

j.y?v 

21.2 

??  7 

23.1 

20.4 

21.1 

19.0 

23.2 

19.7 

18.5 

1  7  Q 

16  7 

17k 

1957 

18.0 

20.6 

21.8 

20.2 

19.3 

21.8 

22.3 

22.0 

19.1 

17.2 

16.7 

16.0 

1958 

18.6 

21.0 

22.2 

19.3 

21.8 

22.2 

20.2 

18.6 

16.3 

15.8 

16.9 

15.0 

1959 

17.3 

I6.9 

16.9 

17.0 

17.2 

16.2 

17.7 

16.4 

16.9 

15.2 

15.0 

19.9 

i960 

17-0 

18.2 

20.0 

18.1 

17.6 

18.2 

20.1 

18.0 

17.0 

15.9 

17.8 

15.8 

1961 

17.4 

19.3 

17-5 

15.9 

15.2 

12.8 

14.0 

13. 

12.4 

12.6 

(c)  North  Georgia,  price  at  farm,  live  l/ 


22.0 

23.7 

28.1 

29-9 

26.0 

26.5 

21.3 

21.1 

21.0 

19.6 

20.0 

18.2 

17.0 

19.7 

19.7 

19.0 

17.5 

20.0 

17.1 

19.0 

21.0 

19.2 

20.0 

20.0 

14.6 

15.1 

15.5 

15.8 

14.9 

14.5 

15.6 

17.3 

18.3 

17.5 

17.3 

16.8 

15.4 

16.7 

16.0 

15.0 

13.0 

11.0 

(a) 

San  Joaquin 

Valley 

of  Cali 

fornia, 

25.2 

26.4 

31.5 

30.0 

29.5 

29.5 

21.0 

21.3 

21.6 

21.6 

21.9 

22.6 

21.0 

20.3 

22.2 

20.3 

20.6 

22.0 

20.8 

20.9 

23.9 

21.0 

21.2 

22.0 

18.6 

18.5 

18.8 

16.9 

18.0 

18.6 

18.0 

18.7 

20.4 

20.2 

19.0 

18.9 

17.5 

.18.8 

16.0 

17.5 

14.9 

13-8 

24.3 
21.5 
20.0 
19.8 
15.5 
17.2 
12.0 


28.1 
23.9 
22.0 
20.5 
18.8 

19.3 
13.6 


26.0 
18.7 
20.0 
17.0 
14.6 

16.7 

13.0 


25.0 

16.5 
17.5 
15.6 

14.4 
15.4 

10.6 


21.0 

21.1 

18.7 

16.0 

16.3 

15.1 

15.7 

15-4 

16.1 

15.2 

16.1 

14.2 

13.8 

14.0 

16.2 

14.7 

I4.9 

14.6 

10.6 

live  2/ 


29.0 

27.4 

22.4 

21.2 

19.8 

21.8 

20.6 

18.3 

16.5 

19.5 

22.4 

19.9 

16.5 

17.1 

17.0 

19.1 

16.3 

15.9 

17.3 

15.5 

18.8 

16.7 

15.0 

16.0 

17.4 

18.5 

I7.5 

16.8 

16.8 

16.7 

14.0 

12.9 

18.4 


(s)  Chicago,  ready-to-cook  (ice-packed),  monthly  average  price  3/ 


1955  : 

38.7 

40.0 

45.9 

44.7 

43.1 

42.9 

41.5 

1956 

34.0 

34.8 

35-3 

33-6 

34.1 

32.3 

34.5 

1957 

29.5 

31.9 

31.5 

30.9 

31.2 

33.6 

34.2 

1958 

32.8 

32.7 

34.5 

31.8 

32.7 

33.8 

31.7 

1959 

29.2 

28.7 

28.7 

27-9 

27.1 

26.9 

27.3 

i960  : 

28.8 

29.9 

30.5 

29.3 

29.2 

29.2 

29.6 

1961 

27.9 

29.4 

28.2 

25.8 

25.8 

24.1 

22.0 

(f)  New 

York, 

ready- to- 

-cook 

(ice-packed) , 

1955 

43.8 

43.7 

48.3 

46.7 

44.2 

45.2 

44.6 

1956 

35-8 

37.4 

37-6 

35.4 

36.1 

35.2 

38.4 

1957 

32.7 

33-9 

33-9 

32.8 

33-7 

35-7 

37-4 

1958 

34.8 

35-2 

36.2 

33-4 

34.4 

35-5 

33-0 

1959 

30.9 

30.3 

29.5 

29.0 

28.2 

28.6 

29.3 

196Q 

30.8 

30.8 

31.8 

29.9 

30.8 

30.7 

31.7 

1961 

29.9 

31.0 

29.3 

27.1 

25.8 

24.0 

23.7 

42.3 

39-3 

34.8 

34.0 

32.0 

32.2 

30.3 

28.7 

28.3 

26.8 

33-3 

29.6 

27.9 

27.9 

27.4 

29.3 

27.4 

26.4 

26.6 

25.3 

26.6 

26.4 

25.8 

25.1 

28.9 

28.2 

27.0 

26.8 

26.5 

26.1 

22.6 

21.5 

monthly  average  price  kj 


45.2 

43.0 

36.6 

36.3 

36.3 

34.5 

33-2 

31.6 

30.8 

30.3 

32.8 

32.5 

30.5 

30.0 

29.5 

30.9 

28.8 

28.0 

27-8 

26.9 

28.1 

28.5 

27.4 

27.2 

30.8 

29.9 

28.6 

27-9 

28.0 

26.6 

24.7 

23.4 

l/  First  full  week  of  month. 
2/  2-jj-  pounds  and  over. 
3/  l£  -  3^  pounds. 

hj  2-3  pounds  prior  to  1959;  1959,  2-3i  pounds  ("mostly"  price) 
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Table     26  — Poultry  slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection,  live  weight,  monthly- 
January  1959  to  date 


Year 

Jan- 

Feb. 

:  Mar. 

:  Apr. 

:  May  : 

June  :  July  :  Aug.  : 

Sept. 

:  Oct. 

:  Nov. 

:  Dec. 

.  Total 

*            _  / 

:  y 

Mil . 

Mil . 

Mil . 

Mil . 

Mil. 

Mi  1  .       Mi  1  MiT 

.  -  J — -  *             1  ill  *             1  la.  -L  * 

Mil . 

Mil . 

Mil . 

Mil . 

Mil . 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb.        lb.  lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

(a) 

Young  chickens 

1959 

331 

313 

364 

403 

420 

457       443  431 

434 

424 

339 

318 

4,679 

I960 

354 

349 

397 

420 

461 

471       447  525 

474 

450 

400 

390 

5.133 

1961 

1+12 

355 

463 

498 

581 

611        568  586 

(b) 

Mature  chickens 

1959 

33 

24 

31 

42 

^5 

36        34  53 

67 

79 

60 

50 

553 

yy 

j° 

Ju 

1  Q 

p£ 

JJ  jo 

00 

(J 

00 

y$y 

1961  ■ 

hi 

29 

31 

33 

42 

39        33  56 

(c) 

Total  chickens 

1959 

364 

337 

395 

445 

465 

493       476  484 

501 

504 

399 

368 

5,232 

i960 

393 

387 

427 

439 

486 

504       485  576 

540 

525 

466 

444 

5,672 

1961 

459 

384 

493 

531 

623 

650       602  642 

(a) 

Fryer-roaster  turkeys 

1959  • 

6 

6 

9 

10 

11 

13         12  12 

15 

16 

14 

11 

136 

i960 

7 

10 

Q 

y 

Q 

y 

9          8  12 

12 

"I  K 

-L-L 

i  pd 

1961 

9 

7 

16 

10 

12 

11         11  14 

Young  turkeys 

J-yyy 

PI 

6 

h 

7 
I 

l  p 

21         42  83 

144 

PI  R 

e-J-y 

OT 

I960 

21 

10 

5 

8 

17 

27         51  125 

175 

226 

213 

143 

1,020 

1961 

33 

11 

12 

13 

30 

56         87  162 

( f  1 

Old  turkeys 

1959 

1 

1 

2 

5 

15 

16           4  3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

53 

I960 

1 

1 

2 

4 

8 

22           6  2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

50 

1961  : 

2 

2 

4 

5 

13 

25          6  3 

(g) 

Total  Turkeys 

1959 

28 

14 

16 

22 

39 

50         59  98 

160 

232 

24l 

145 

1,104 

i960 

27 

£6 

17 

21 

34 

58         65  139 

188 

242 

227 

155 

1,190 

1961  1 

.  44 

20 

31 

28 

56 

91      104  180 

(h) 

Ducks 

1959 

1.2 

1.0 

2.2 

5-1 

5-9 

8.3       8.5  6.8 

6.1 

4.4 

2.8 

2.0 

54.4 

I90O 

1.2 

l.o 

3-2 

5.0 

O.O 

7-9       7-3  8.3 

6.8 

5-4 

4-3 

2.4 

62.3 

1961 

1.5 

1.1 

2.4 

5-4 

7-2 

8.7       8.2  8.2 

(i) 

Other  Poultry 

1959 

:  .1 

.1 

.1 

.1 

.1 

.1         .3  -6 

•  7 

.6 

2.5 

.7 

6.0 

I960 

:  .1 

.1 

.1 

.1 

.1 

.1         .2  .6 

.6 

•3 

1.8 

.4 

4.4 

1961 

:  .1 

.1 

.1 

.1 

.1 

•3         .2  .6 

(j) 

Total  Poultry 

1959 

:  393 

352 

413 

472 

510 

552        544  589 

668 

74 1 

645 

515 

6,396 

I960 

:  422 

406 

447 

466 

529 

570      557  723 

735 

772 

699 

602 

6,929 

1961 

:  504 

405 

527 

564 

685 

750       713  830 

1/  Totals  may  not  add,  due  to  rounding. 
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Table  27  • — Pullet  chick  placements  for  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks: 
Sales  as  reported  by  leading  breeders,  1957  to  date  l/ 


Actual  numbers 

Percentage 

of 

Total 

sales  : 

Domestic  sales 

preceding  year, 

including 

5  exports : 

domestic  sales 

1957 

:     1958  : 

•  * 

1958  :  1959 

:     i960  : 

1961 

1959  :    I960  : 

1961 

Million 

Million  Million  Million  Million  Million 

Percent  Percent 

Percent 

January- 

1-9 

2.0 

1.8  1.9 

1.5 

1.9 

102  79 

125 

February 

2.0 

2.3 

2.2  2.3 

1-9 

2.4 

104  86 

122 

March 

2.5 

3.1 

3.0  3.2 

2.7 

3-7 

107  83 

138 

April 

:  3.0 

3.3 

3.2  3.6 

3.2 

3.9 

110  90 

121 

May 

2.9 

3.6 

3-5  2.9 

3.5 

3-3 

81  123 

94 

June 

2.1 

3-4 

3.2  2.4 

3.3 

2.8 

74  138 

84 

July 

1-7 

3.1 

2.9  2.3 

2.1 

2.4 

79  93 

112 

August 

1.4 

2-7 

2.5  1.7 

2.1 

2.3 

69  122 

108 

September 

1.9 

2.7 

2.5  1-5 

2.4 

2.0 

58  164 

ok 

October 

2-3 

2.6 

2.5  2.0 

2.6 

81  128 

November 

1*9 

2.2 

2.0  1.7 

2.0 

83  115 

December 

2.2 

2.2 

2.0  1.6 

1.6 

80  103 

25.9 

33-1 

31.4  26.9 

29.0 

86  107 

Cumulation  of  domestic  sales 

relevant  to  breeder 

flock 

of  given  month  2/ 

Percentage  of 

Actual  number 

preceding  year 

1959 

:  I960 

:      196CL  : 

1962 

I960      :      196I  : 

1962 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Percent  Percent 

Percent 

January 

22.4 

20.2 

20.4 

22.5 

90 

101 

110 

February 

23.1 

19.8 

21.3 

22.7 

86 

108 

107 

March 

23.4 

19.5 

21.9 

83 

112 

April 

22.4 

18.0 

21.2 

80 

118 

May 

21.2 

16.0 

19-6 

76 

122 

June 

19-6 

14.6 

18.0 

75 

123 

July 

18.6 

14.2 

17.0 

76 

120 

August 

18.9 

14.6 

18.6 

77 

127 

September 

20.0 

16.1 

20.4 

81 

127 

October 

20.3 

18.2 

21.3 

89 

117 

November 

20.2 

19.5 

21.5 

96 

103 

December 

20.5 

19.9 

21.9 

97 

110 

1/  Includes  expected  pullet  replacements  from  eggs  during  the  preceding  month  at  the 
rate  of  125  pullet  chicks  per  case  of  eggs.    Data  as  reported  by  the  leading  primary 
breeders  of  broiler  replacement  stock.    2/  Totals  obtained  from  unrounded  data;  sums  of 
domestic  chick  sales  5-12  months  previously.    For  example,  the  entry  of  21.3  million 
for  October  1961  is  the  sum  of  the  October  i960  —  May  I96I  entries  for  "Domestic 
Sales"  in  the  upper  part  of  the  table. 
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Table  2& — Turkeys:     Number  raised,  by  breed  types,  by  regions,  1959  "to  date 


Region 

:     Light  breeds 

Heavy  breeds 

Total 

1959 

:1960 

:196l 

1959 

i960 

:196l 

1959 

:196o  : 

1961 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

North  Atlantic  : 

0.1 

0.3 

0-3 

3-4 

3.1 

3-3 

3-5 

3.3 

3-6 

East  North  Central 

2.3 

1.5 

1-7 

10.8 

11.2 

14.7 

13.1 

12.6 

16.4 

West  North  Central 

3-7 

3.1 

25.O 

27.1 

3^.9 

28.7 

30.2 

39-2 

South  Atlantic  : 

6.9 

k.l 

4-7 

5.2 

5-0 

6.4 

12.1 

9.1 

11.0 

i3outh  Central 

1.4 

.6 

•  7 

6.4 

7.7 

9.7 

7-8 

8.3 

10.3 

Western 

1.3 

.8 

•9 

18.0 

20.4 

25-4 

19.3 

21.2 

26.1+ 

United  States 

15.8 

10.3 

12.5 

68.7 

74.4 

9^.3 

84.5 

84.7 

106.9 

Table  29« — Turkeys:    Monthly  hatchings,  by  breed  types,  lagged  to  indicate 
prospective  month  of  marketing,  1959  to  date 


Heavy  breed  hatchings, 

Light  breed  hatchings. 

All  turkeys:     Sum  of 

Month  of  j 

6  months  previous 

4  months 

previous 

preceding 

colums  1/ 

marketing  . 

1959 

: i960 : 1961 

:1962 

•1959: 

I960: 

1961:1962 

: 1959: I960 

: 1961:1962 

Mil. 

Mil.  Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil.  Mil. 

Mil.  Mil. 

Mil.  Mil. 

January  : 

4.4  5.0 

5.8 

0.5 

0.4 

0.6  0.3 

5-1  4.8 

5.6  6.1 

February 

•  9 

1.1  1.7 

1.9 

•  5 

•  3 

•  5 

1.4  1.4 

2.2 

March  : 

.5 

.8  1.0 

1.2 

•  7 

.4 

.6 

1.2  1.2 

1.6 

April 

•  7 

1.0  1.4 

1.1 

.6 

•9 

1.8  1.5 

2.3 

May 

l.l 

1.6  2.0 

1.6 

.6 

•  9 

2.7  2.2 

2.9 

June 

1-7 

2.1  3.5 

1.4 

.8 

.8 

3.1  2.9 

4.4 

July 

:  2.4 

3-2  5-3 

1.8 

1.0 

1.1 

4.2  4.2 

6.3 

August 

:  4.6 

6.9  9.3 

2.0 

l.l 

1.6 

6.6  8.0 

10.9 

September 

11.5 

13.9  17.3 

2.5 

1.6 

1.9 

14.0  15.6 

19.2 

October 

:16.5 

16.6  20.0 

2.2 

1-7 

1-9 

18.8  18.3 

21.9 

November 

:17.4 

16.1  20.0 

1.9 

1.6 

1.8 

19.3  17.8 

21.8 

December 

:11.9 

11.5  13.7 

1.1 

l.l 

1.0 

13.0  12.6 

14.8 

l/    Obtained  from  unrounded  figures.    Totals  may  not  add  due  to  rounding. 
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Table     30. — Turkeys  for  breeding:    Farmers'  intentions  toward  January  1  numbers,  and 
actual  numbers,  15  important  States,  i960  to  date 


States 


I960 


Intentions 
for  Jan.  1 


Light 
breeds 


Heavy 
breeds 


White : Other 


Breeders  on 
hand,  Jan .  1 


As 
re- 
ported 


As  a 
percent 
of 

year 
earlier 


1961 


Intentions 
for  Jan.  1 


Light 
breeds 


Heavy 
breeds 


White : Other 


Breeders  on 
hand,  Jan.  1 


As 
re- 
ported 


As  a 
percent 
of 

year 
earlier 


1962  intentions 
for  Jan.  1  1/ 


Light 
breeds 


Heavy  breeds 


White. Other 


Pet.        Pet.     Pet.    Thous.    Pet.        Pet.     Pet.     Pet.    Thous .     Pet.      Pet.      Pet.  Pet. 


New  York 

Pennsylvania 

Ohio 

Michigan 
Wisconsin 
Minnesota 
Iowa 

Missouri 
Virginia 
South  Carolina 
Oklahoma 
Texas 

Vfashington 

Oregon 

California 


2/ 
90 

85 

K 

116 

95 
35 
80 

2/ 
55 
70 

% 

120 


(a)  Light  breeds 

"  #  7  ~  & 

3  60  110  4  133  90 

48  59  80  44  92  80 

3  100  2/  3  100  1/ 
2  100  2/  2  100  1/ 

85  106  150  85  100  85 

20  95  130  30  150  85 

15  83  120  18  120  85 

99  61  90  116  117  75 

1  33  2/  1  100  1/ 

4  29  115  6  150  67 
42  5^  90  35  83  40 
-  -  2/  ____!/ 
23  77  95  23  100  75 
20  91  30  12  60  80 


Total  15  States 

84 

423 

100 

442 

104 

76 

(b )  Heavy  breeds 

New  York 

70 

75 

28 

70 

105 

115 

30 

107 

100 

95 

Pennsylvania 

i4o 

96 

37 

79 

105 

135 

38 

103 

90 

95 

Ohio 

90 

95 

99 

89 

150 

100 

132 

133 

100 

102 

Michigan 

210 

70 

6k 

81 

300 

75 

83 

130 

98 

105 

Wisconsin 

116 

75 

8k 

89 

125 

100 

104 

124 

98 

100 

Minnesota 

124 

111 

360 

100 

145 

115 

495 

138 

99 

92 

Iowa 

150 

120 

177 

112 

90 

120 

201 

114 

80 

107 

Missouri 

120 

81+ 

126 

86 

110 

125 

172 

137 

130 

75 

Virginia 

300 

40 

54 

83 

100 

90 

90 

167 

92 

83 

South  Carolina 

2/ 

6k 

37 

69 

2/ 

100 

43 

116 

y 

so 

Oklahoma 

50 

95 

53 

108 

115 

109 

56 

106 

109 

120 

Texas 

75 

85 

211 

69 

150 

101 

269 

127 

100 

90 

Washington 

70 

30 

48 

H 

110 

26 

87 

1/ 

80 

Oregon 

2/ 

87 

147 

76 

2/ 

115 

208 

141 

130 

100 

California 

200 

95 

805 

106 

200 

130 

1,096 

136 

190 

90 

Total  15  States 

122 

91  2,90k 

71 

146 

119 

3,787 

130 

n8 

92 

l/  Farmers '  October  intentions  to  hold  turkey  breeders  at  beginning  of  following  year  as  a  percentage 
of  holdings  of  year  before. 


2/    Not  shown  to  avoid  disclosing  operations. 
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Table  31. — Intentions  to  keep  turkey  breeder  hens,  compared  v/ith 
later  developments,  195^+  to  date 


Heavy  breeds 

Absolute 

numbers  , 

Percentage  of  year 

bef ore 

Breeders  : 

Intentions  : 

Breeders  : 

on  farms ,  : 

Turkeys  ; 

to  keep 

on  farms , 

Turkeys 

Jan.  1 

raised 

breeders 

Jan .  1 

raised 

Millions 

Millions 

~Ppt  y»A  £s  r~\  "f" 
iTCL  V^CLi  O 

Percent 

195^ 

?  k 

h8  5 

n  •  a  • 

91 

tip 

1955 

2.5 

1+8.8 

n.  a. 

102 

101 

1956 

2.7 

63.1 

113 

110 

129 

1957  : 

3.1 

68.1 

116 

115 

108 

1958  : 

2.9 

67.2 

96 

92 

99 

1959  : 

3.1 

68.7 

107 

107 

102 

i960  : 

2.9 

7k*k 

98 

95 

108 

1961  : 

3.8 

9^-3 

126 

130 

127 

1  q6p 

100 

Light  breeds 

Absolute 

numbers 

;           Percentage  of  year  before 

Breeders 

:  Intentions 

Breeders 

on  farms, 

;  Turkeys 

to  keep 

:     on  farms, 

Turkeys 

Jan.  1 

:  raised 

:  breeders 

:      Jan.  1 

raised 

Millions 

Millions 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

:  0.7 

19.2 

n.  a. 

iko 

117 

:  -5 

16.8 

n.  a. 

81 

88 

:  -5 

13.7 

107 

87 

81 

1957 

■*-7  J  1 

:  -5 

13.^ 

97 

103 

97 

1958 

:  .5 

12.3 

87 

97 

92 

1959 

:  .6 

15.8 

138 

128 

128 

I960 

!  .k 

10.3 

Qk 

72 

65 

1961 

:  .k 

12-5 

100 

10I+ 

121 

1962 

76 

n.  a.  -  not  available 
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Table  33  •> — Turkey  prices,  per  pound:    Selected  series,  January  1956  to  date 
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Year 

Jan. 

:    Feb .  : 

Mar . 

:  Apr. 

:    May  : 

June 

:  July 

:    Aug.  : 

Sept. 

Oct.  : 

Nov.  : 

Dec. 

[Yearly 
[average 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

(a)  Average  farm  price 

,  mid-month  (live), 

United  States 

1956 

30.6 

31.0 

31.3 

30.8 

30.6 

29.1 

28.6 

28.3 

26.7 

25.9 

25 

9 

27 

8 

27.2 

1957 

26.6 

25.3 

25.5 

25.8 

24.2 

23.3 

21.8 

22.7 

22.9 

22.3 

23 

5 

24 

5 

23.4 

1958 

22.0 

24.6 

26.7 

26.7 

27.3 

25.5 

24.5 

24.8 

23.7 

23.9 

23 

0 

23 

3 

23.9 

1959 

23.8 

ek. M 

23.1+ 

22.1+ 

22.2 

22.1 

22.2 

21.7 

22.4 

22.4 

2k 

9 

29 

5 

23.9 

i960 

27.8 

26.0 

26.8 

27.5 

26.1 

24.1 

23.2 

23.7 

24.5 

25.6 

25 

9 

26 

6 

25.4 

1961 

25.!* 

23.7 

23.6 

22.1 

21.5 

20.5 

19.5 

19.8 

18.4 

17.4 

ft) 

Live,  heavy-type  young  toms, 

San  Joaquin  Valley, 

California,  by  months 

1956 

30.3 





28.8 

26.7 

25.4 

24.7 

23.5 

24 

8 

27 

7 



1957 

26.5 





21.9 

19.8 

17.2 

20.4 

20.4 

18.7 

19 

5 

19 

2 



1958 

19.1 

24.1 

22.2 

21.4 

22.3 

19-7 

20.0 

19 

0 

21 

1 

24.2 

22.6 

25.4 

23.6 

20.5 

21.6 

22.2 

26 

0 

31 

2 

I960 

28.5 

27.2 

25.2 

24.7 

23.1 

22.2 

22.7 

23.1 

24.6 

23 

9 

25 

4 

I961 

23.3 

21.4 

21.2 

19-4 

19.1 

18.0 

17.6 

18.4 

16.2 

(c)  Live, 

heavy-type  hens,  San  Joaquin 

Valley,  California 

by  months 

1956 

32.8 

32.0 

28.4 

26.6 

27.1 

27.6 

26.4 

25 

4 

26 

2 

1957 

23.6 

20.8 

20.1 

21.3 

21.9 

21.6 

23 

8 

26 

2 

1958 

23.8 

31.5 

27.4 

25.5 

25.5 

23.3 

24.3 

22 

9 

23 

2 

1959 

23.6 

23.7 

23.3 

21.4 

21.3 

22.6 

23.5 

27 

6 

34 

5 

I960 

29.1 

29.6 

26.7 

24.6 

22.7 

24.0 

25.0 

27.3 

28 

2 

33 

1 

1961 

25.8 

25.  4 

25.0 

26.6 

21.5 

20.8 

20.0 

20.6 

18.4 

(d)  Frozen  eviscerated  toms,  heaviest  weights  quoted,  New  York  City,  by  months 


1956 

44.5 

54.0 

55 

8 

58.6 

63.I 

64.2 

66.0 

53-0 

54.1 

46.0 

44 

2 

48 

6 

1957 

47.9 

44.8 

45 

3 

44.3 

44.3 

43.5 

4o.5 

39-8 

39-9 

38.1 

40 

1 

40 

3 

42.4 

1958 

39.8 

39-7 

39 

5 

40.2 

42.5 

43.0 

41.9 

4l.O 

40.6 

41.6 

40 

5 

40 

8 

40.9 

1959 

43.8 

45.2 

39 

5 

40.2 

47.4 

53.6 

53.2 

49.5 

51.4 

48.4 

48 

2 

48 

2 

47.4 

i960 

47.1 

46.0 

47 

1 

48.4 

48.2 

46.6 

43.7 

41.9 

42.5 

41.8 

42 

1 

41 

2 

44.7 

1961 

40.7 

46.0 

39 

1 

38.0 

37.8 

35.9 

35-0 

36.O 

35-7 

(e)  Frozen  eviscerated  hens,  12-14  pounds,  New  York  City,  by  months 


1956 

50.5 

50.4 

51 

0 

52-3 

54.3 

51.9 

46.6 

45.2 

44 

1 

44.3 

43 

3 

43 

7 

48.1 

1957 

41.5 

39-6 

42 

5 

44.0 

37.7 

38 

1 

38.7 

41 

7 

44 

7 

33-5 

1958 

43.5 

44.6 

48 

6 

47.8 

42.0 

42.0 

40 

3 

4i.i 

40 

6 

39 

6 

1959 

4o.l 

40.6 

48 

6 

38.4 

38.1 

36.7 

36.3 

36 

9 

38.9 

43 

0 

49 

2 

i960 

49.2 

49.0 

49 

6 

51.0 

48.0 

42.4 

38.6 

39.2 

40 

3 

42.8 

43 

9 

46 

6 

45.0 

1961 

40.7 

49.0 

43 

6 

39-5 

38.0 

3^-9 

33-1 

34.8 

32 

8 

(f )  Live,  Beltsville  Small  Whites,  Shenandoah  Valley,  Virginia,  by  months 


1956 

29.5 

32.5 

32 

0 

29.7 

29.8 

28.2 

26 

4 

26.6 

25.1 

26.0 

25 

8 

26 

9 

1957 

25.5 

26.2 

25 

8 

26.0 

24.3 

23.0 

22 

9 

23.7 

23.2 

23.8 

26 

7 

27 

4 

1958 

24.9 

28.6 

30 

8 

29.3 

29.6 

27.4 

24 

4 

25.0 

24.3 

25.5 

25 

7 

24 

3 

1959 

23.4 

25.4 

23 

2 

21.5 

22.2 

22.6 

20 

8 

20.0 

20.0 

21.7 

26 

0 

28 

8 

i960 

24.8 

30.0 

28 

2 

27.8 

27.2 

23.8 

22 

9 

24.2 

25.0 

28.2 

26 

4 

25 

3 

26.1 

1961 

23.2 

24.1 

23 

2 

21.6 

21.1 

19.3 

18 

1 

18.  P 

17.8 

(g)  Live,  heavy-type 

toms, 

Iowa, 

by  months 

1956 

26.9 

24.6 

23.9 

24 

6 

1957 

19 

6 

20.6 

20.5 

19.3 

21 

0 

1958 

23.6 

21.6 

21.5 

20 

2 

1959 

23.2 

24 

5 

20.7 

23.0 

22.4 

25 

1 

i960 

23.8 

24.2 

24.3 

24 

1 

1961 

16 

1 

17.2 

14.6 

(h)  Live,  heavy-type  hens, 

Iowa, 

by  months 

1956 

27.7 

26.6 

27.6 

27 

1 

1957 

22.7 

23.1 

23-5 

26 

1 

1958 

27.7 

25.2 

26.2 

24 

0 

1959 

:      — -                            —                            —         22.7  21.7 

22.0 

23.0 

23.9 

26 

1 

i960 

25.4 

26.4 

28.5 

29 

0 

1961 

19.3 

16.3 

♦Revised. 
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Table    36. — Ready-to-cook  turkeys:    U.S.D.A.  purchases,  annually  1951-60  by  weeks  1958-61 


Year 

!  Head 
raised 

:  Ready-to 
.  cook 

.  Number  of  :  Begin  and  : 
weeks      .  end 

Purchases  . 

prices  per 
pound  1 

purchases 

:  Mil. 

Mil.  lb. 

Weeks  Months 

Thou.  lb. 

Cents 

Thou.  dol. 

1951 

:  53 

703 

no  program 

1952 

:  62 

795 

27,852 

n.a. 

n.a. 

1953 

:  60 

758 

20,327 

n.a. 

n.a. 

1954 

:  68 

870 

no  program 

1955 

:  66 

817 

no  program 

1956 

:  77 

957 

10            Sept. -Nov. 

25,366 

37.00-39.50 

10,400 

1957 

:  81 

1,03^ 

no  program 

1958 

:  80 

1,038 

28            Aug. -Feb. 

23,560 

31.29-37.50 

7,969 

1959 

:  84 

1,123 

4            Sept .-Oct . 

21,570 

33-09-35.24 

7,416 

i960 

85 

1,175 

4            Sept. -Oct. 

18,850 

34.74-37.37 

6,800 

Contracts 

let  : 

Purchases  \ 

Range  of 

\         Cost  of  purchases 

Size  of  turkey  crop 


Duration  of  program 


Range  of 


in  week 
ending 


Aug. 


Sept. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


Sept. 


Oct. 


Sept. 


Oct. 


Aug. 
Sept. 


Oct. 


15 

22 
29 

5 
12 
19 
26 

2 

9 
16 
23 

30  y 

6 

13 
20 

27 
18 


10 
17 

24 

1 


15 

22 
28 
5 


18 

1 
15 
21 
29 

6 

13 
19 

27  3/ 


For  the 
week 


Cumulative 
for  the  year 


prices  per 
pound 


Thou.  lb. 


480 
1,800 
3,240 
1,260 
1,410 
1,350 
1,410 
1,590 
1,290 
1,020 
930 
1,170 
1,170 
1,420 
1,290 
1,290 
990 
240 
210 


6,090 
7,230 
4,410 
3,840 


4,110 
9,060 
2,250 
3,370 


7,810 
9,625 
10,230 
10,285 
10,065 
7,315 
1,760 
770 
2,090 


Thou,  lb, 


480 
2,280 
5,520 
6,780 
8,190 
9,540 
10,950 
12,540 
13,830 
14,850 
15,780 
16,950 
18,120 
19,540 
20,830 
22,120 
23,110 
23,350 
23,560 


6,090 
13,330 
17,730 
21,570 


4,110 
13,170 
15,480 
18,850 


7,810 
17,435 
27,665 
37,950 
47,465 
55,330 
57,090 
57,860 
59,950 


Cents 


35-50- 
35.24- 
35.47- 
35.40- 
33.74- 
32.73- 
31.59- 
31.49- 
31.98- 
32.79- 
32.97- 
32.98- 
32.32- 
31-99- 
31.54- 
31-29- 
31.39- 
31-37- 
32.95- 


37.00 
37.00 
37.50 
36.74 
34.74 
34.37 
33.81 
33.63 
33.88 
34.58 
35.24 
34.57 
34.45 
33-99 
33.61 
33-03 
33.46 
32.43 
34.10 


32.17-35.99 
33.34-35.99 
33.59-35.94 
33.09-35.24 


34.74-36.95 
35.21-37.00 

35.48-37-47 
35.74-37.37 


28.95- 
29.07- 
26.83- 
25.98- 
25.93- 
26.60- 
27.37- 
25.25- 
27.45- 


31.95 
31.25 
29.75 
29.94 
28.44 
28.95 
29.39 
28.94 
29.19 


For  the 
week 


Cumulative 
for  the  year 


Thou.  dol.    Thou.  dol. 


175 
652 
1,168 
453 
479 
447 
455 
514 
425 
341 
312 
312 
395 
473 
416 
4io 
322 
76 
70 


2,000 
2,500 
1,500 
1,300 


1,500 
3,300 
800 
1,200 


2,388 
2,885 
2,878 
2,820 
2,577 
2,016 
500 
213 
593 


175 
827 
1,995 
2,448 
2,927 
3,374 
3,829 
4,343 
4,768 
5,108 
5,421 
5,816 
6,202 
6,675 
7,090 
7,500 
7,822 
7,898 
7,969 


2/7, 


2,000 
4,500 
6,000 
'-,416 


1,500. 
4,700 
5,600 
6,800 


2,388 
5,273 
8,151 
10,971 
13,548 
15,712 
16,212 
16,425 
17,018 


1/  Included  130  pounds  of  frozen  cut-up  turkey  for  Christmas  use  in  Puerto  Rico  and  Virgin  Islands. 
Total  cost  as  reported,    n.a.  -  Not  available.  3/  Program  terminated  October  27. 
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